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Journey from Rangoon to Prome. 


Prome, Feb. 11, 1858.—After pas- 
sage of cight days, I reached this place 
on Friday, the 4th inst. 
of the year, in consequence of fogs, which 
hang over the surface of the water till 
nine and sometimes ten o'clock in’ the 
morning, the ascent of the river by the 
steamer is tedious, and somewhat trying 
to one’s patience. ‘The distance round by 
the way of the “ China Bukeer,” by which 
ronie the steamers enter the [rrawadi in 
the dry season, is less than three hundred 
miles from Rangoon to Prome; and yet 
the time consumed in performing the jour- 
ney is generally eight, and often nine 
days. In the rains, when the river is 
flooded, it is accomplished in five and six 
days; but the distance is then reduced by 
the length of the “ China Bukeer,” which 
is avoided, as the steamers can then pass 
up by the Panglang creek into the main 
stream. 


Donabew—Christian Consistency. 


Reaching Donabew on the Lord’s day, 

I had the pleasure of being present at the 

forenoon service held by the few Karen 

and Burmese Christians who reside at that 

station. An assistant, Moung Thet-nan, 
ll 


At this season 


from Rangoon, has recently been invited 
by the Ilenthada Mission to occupy that 
place. If a faithful man, I have every 
hope of his doing much good there. 

On the way up the river, the steamers 
and flats usually stop at Donabew, to take 
in fuel and obtain supplies of poultry and 
vegetables. Some of the Karen Chris- 
tians at the station make it their business 
to deal in these articles; and, having a 
cleat insight into the importance of Chris- 
tian consistency, they refused, even though 
they are poor Karens, to sell any thing 
on Sunday. The servants of the steamer 
went to them to obtain some ducks; but 
they declined, telling the steamer people 
to call early next morning, and they might 
have as many as they required. At the 
dinner table that day, the fact was men- 
tioned by the captain, and elicited the ad- 
miration of all. 

A few years ago those very native 
Christians were encircled in the midnight 
of heathenism, and knew nothing of the 
eternal God and Ilis laws. Now, even 
strangers and foreigners admire and com- 
mend their consistency and adherence to 
their religious profession. 


Changes in the River. 


Along the river, I was struck with the 
remarkable changes which are gradually 
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taking place in the bed of the river. In 
many spots, large portions of the main 
bank on the west are washed away, and 
the sand is being deposited on the eastern 
side. The tendency of the current is to- 
ward the western bank, on which side of 
the river a new channel is slowly opening 
out. Islands and sandbanks of consider- 
able dimensions have disappeared; and 
where formerly I have walked, with a 
firm, hard soil under foot, I would not now 
even dare to swim. 


Henthada—Tract Distribution. 


The approach to the town of Henthada 
is by one of the most awkward banks in 
Pegu. The new steamboat landing has 
been washed away, and the ascent of the 
bank seems like climbing up the side of a 
hill. By the encroachment of the waters 
there, pagodas, houses, and trees have 
been swept down. 

At Henthada, I had the opportunity of 
making a short call on the mission fami- 
lies, and found both the esteemed breth- 
ren away, making tours,—one in Basvein, 
and the other at a village situated some 
twenty-five miles up the river. The la- 
dies and children appeared in excellent 
health, and especially the little children, 
who looked hearty and ruddy, as if they 
had but just landed in India. The cli- 
mate there seems more favorable than it 
does higher up the river. 

At Tengdau we were detained nearly 
half a day, to take in firewood for the use 
of the steamer. It is a small town of about 
two thousand inhabitants, and stands at 
the head waters of the Lyne river, which 
joins the Rangoon river just above Kem- 
mendine. The Tike Thoogyee of the dis- 
trict I first met about four years ago, and 
he seemed glad to meet me again. Hay- 
ing a supply of tracts in my possession, I 
despatched two of the Burmese Christians 
who were on board, and coming up the 
river on their own private business, to 
make a careful distribution of them among 
the squads of villagers who kept coming 
and going from the bank. None were to 
have any exvept those who could read, 
and who promised to take care of them. 
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After a few had received them, the ap- 
plicants seemed to increase, so that for 
atime we were quite thronged. In a few 
minutes, many were busy reading,—some 
shaking their heads and uttering the ex- 
clamation “ Koung thee "—good,—* Tai 
koung thee "—very good. In the course 
of an hour and a hals, and as the steamer 
was just leaving, we found that nearly 
three hundred tracts had been distributed, 
with a few words of exhortation to some 


May the Lord 
graciously water the seed thus sewn in 


as they lingered near us. 


his name and for his own glory and the 
good of those precious souls. 


Sickness at Prome. 


In Prome and the surrounding country, 
considerable sickness has prevailed among 
the people during the past four or five 
months, As you walk along the streets 
of this town, many by their unhealthy 
countenances give evidence of the fevers 
which have prevailed here; others. sit 
shivering by the road-side, warming them- 
selves in the morning sun. In one week, 
one hundred and twenty deaths were re- 
ported at the court house, by the police 
officers of the town. 
been thus carried off. 


Thousands have 
While the heathen 
around have suffered greatly, the native 
Christians were remarkably exempt from 
disease, and with few exceptions were 
preserved in the enjoyment of health. 
These have the good sense to take a little 
medicine when first they feel unwell, and 
thus escape the consequences of neglect 
by which others suffer. Doubtless the 
cause of much of the sickness which has 
prevailed here, has been the unusual rise 
of water in the river. It was four feet 
higher than it has been known to be in 
many years, spreading more extensively 
over the country, and remaining a much 
From this 


the miasma sprung, sending forth sickness 


longer time on the ground, 


and death into many homes of these poor 
heathen. 


Shans and Shan Priests. 


The other morning, I met in one of the 


poongyee zayats, at the base of the pa- 
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goda here, a very intelligent Shan. Ile 
had come in company with a number of 
other Shans and five or six Shan priests 
from Monay in the Shan states. He was 
a month on his journey, and said he was 
anxious to go down to Rangoon to worship 
at Shway Dagong. I talked much with 
him, and before we parted he looked as if 
he were more than half inclined to turn 
back home again. He was apparently a 
keen, sensible man, had very little to say, 
but appeared pleased with what was told 
I in- 
vited him to come to the mission house. 
Large companies of Shans are frequently 
passing through Prome, going in different 
Very few of them indeed un- 
derstand Burmese. Out of a large com- 
pany, the man I spoke to was the only 
person who appeared to know Burman. 


him about “a more excellent way.” 


directions. 


Ilis pronunciation of the language was 
very correct. Ile had to interpret to the 
Shan priests what I had been saying to 
him—the subject of our conversation. The 
priests looked like an ignorant, stupid set 
of fellows, and far inferior to the ordinary 


run of Burmese priests. 
The rich Valley of the Irrawadi. 


In travelling up the valley of the Trra- 
wadi, one cannot but be deeply impress- 
ed with the fact, that it is truly a beauti- 
ful country. Everywhere one feels the 
absolute necessity, so to speak, of having 
a large introduction of Europeans to set- 
tle on its fertile soil, who with suitable im- 
plements and the lights of science might 
develope its hidden riches, and make the 
whole land literally “ bud and blossom as 
the rose.” Would to Providence that 
there might be anirruption of stout-heart- 
ed and tough-handed Anglo-Saxons into 
Burmah, similar to the irruption of the 
Gauls into Europe, or the Normans into 
England. In less than one generation 
the whole face of the country would be 
altered. Beautiful villas and cottages 
would spring up on every hand; factories 
would rise up as by magic; the millions 
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of acres of waste land, which from the crea- 
tion have been useless to the human fami- 
ly, would soon shoot up their golden trea- 
sures, swelling the harvests of the world 
and the comforts of mank nd. 


Proposed Colonization. 


But it may be asked, Tow shall this be 
accomplished? How can English, Irish 
and Scotch emigrants be induced to come 
and make their homes in Pegu and Bur- 
mah? Primarily, it might be done by the 
diffusion of reliable information among the 
thousands of poor families, who are now 
struggling for a bare subsistence in their 
own over-populated country ; and, second- 
arily, by the formation of charitable soci- 
eties to aid them to reach their new homes 
in the East. In this manner it was, to 
some extent, as we all know, that the col- 
onies in North America, Africa and Aus- 
tralia were spread over those fair and 
fruitful regions of the world. And what 
Christian philanthropist would now desire 
that no emigration had taken place, such 
as has filled those countries with smiling 
cities, happy villages, and the industrious 
and prosperous population found within 
their borders? That the Burmese and 
other races found in Burmah, even though 
large numbers of them become evangel- 
ized by the agency of Christian missions 
among them, will ma/crially improve 
without the introduction of a new race 
of pioneers, possessing energy, courage 
and perseverance, from whom they can 
copy, and by whom they may, as a nation, 
be taught and gradually raised to a higher 
level in the social scale, is exceedingly 
doubtful. Facts speak contrary to such 
a theory. The history of Asia shows no 
example of any eastern nation raising 
itself to a higher social position by its own 
unassisted exertions. The twin sisters, if 
such a union may be permitted, of Chris- 
tianity and a progressive civilization, must 
be made to travel hand in hand, for the 
moral and physical conquest of this be- 
nighted country. 
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LETTERS FROM MR. CROSS. 
Karens East of Tavoy. 


Tavoy, Jan. 11, 1858.—I have just re- 
turned from a tour of nine days among 
the Karens east of Tavoy—the most in- 
teresting and encouraging visit I have 
ever made amongst the heathen Karens. 
Only three were baptized ; and these, into 
the church usually called Lauloo, though 
it is a long way from the place called by 
that name. With this church I had a 
most interesting time; but the season of 
greatest interest was at Nyauklau. This 
place I visited for the first time last year. 
It has been notorious for arrack drinking, 
and for its numerous wus or prophet seers. 
The people had a school during the rains, 
consisting of some fifteen pupils. A good 
number of children learned to read, and 
quite a number of adults have professed 
conversion. ‘They have not yet asked for 
baptism, but say they shall do so soon. 
As drunkenness has been pointed out to 
them as a great sin, which will exclude 
them from heaven if unrepented of, quite 
a number promised to give it up. Others 
said they wanted to do so, but feared they 
could not succeed. I trust God is begin- 
ning to break forth upon the heathen even 
in Tavoy. 


Baptisms in Tavoy Mission in 1856. 


Allow me here to correct a mistake in 
the Annual Report of the Executive 
Committee on Tavoy last year. The 
number of baptisms for the year and the 
names of the churches where they occur- 
red are as follows:—Mata four, Lauloo 
two, Nyaudoolay four, Toungbyouk two, 
Palouk six, Patsauoo two, Pyeekhya eight, 
Moumotsa two, Palau one, Themboung 
three, Tarophyu two, Baulau thirteen,— 
50. The whole number baptized in the 
Karen department is fifty instead of 
four.”* 


Benevolence of Karens, 
27.—I have just returned from the an- 


*The mission report of baptisms did not 
come to hand. 
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nual meeting of the Tavoy and Mergui 
Assoviation. 

In consequence of a wish expressed by 
me to the pastor of the Mata church, the 
disciples sent into town eleven elephants 
for our accommodation, and made no 
charges whatever, though the usual charge 
for an elephant is three rupees. This 
shows their ready mind to help us, and to 
attest their gratitude for the blessings of 
the gospel. 

Br. Allen accompanied me on this ex- 
pedition, and the Commissioner, Capt. J. 
C. Houghton, followed afier a few days, 
in order to take advantage of the oceasion 
to see a large number of the Karens to- 
gether from the two provinces. Captain 
Houghton has had long experience with 
the natives of this country, in all its parts ; 
and to a disposition to minister the most 
upright and even justice, he adds a very 
intelligent and benevolent inclination to 
advance amongst the people the interest 
of the gospel. He spent only two days 
and a half with us; but I trust his visit, 
under the circumstances, will be attended 
with great good. After the close of the 
meeting, the first evening of his arrival, 
he desired to be introduced to the assistants 
from both provinces; and greeted them 
with the warmth of true Christian frater- 
He seemed to be much impressed 
A large con- 


nity. 
with the scene before him. 
gregation of intelligent Christians, order- 
ly, as if well versed in the decorum of the 
house of God, in contrast with a want of 
decorum in every heathen assembly, is 
something when seen for the first time, to 
produce a most lively sense of the eflicacy 
of the gospel. 


Labors of @ Cripple. 


On the following morning, when the 
large chapel was well filled, I could not 
be but pleased and struck with a degree 
of admiration when, after the breaking 
up of the mecting, the Commissioner drew 
me aside to observe a poor cripple, and to 


inquire after him. The quick eye of the 
Commissioner had noticed this man, with 
his one infant-leg supported by a bam- 
boo crutch, as the Christian who had gone 
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into a drunken heathen neighborhood and 
been the means of gathering a school of 
some fifteen pupils during the last rains, 
exerting such an influence over the whole 
community as to induce many, as we sup- 
pose, to seck the Saviour. This man was 
in a distant corner of the room; but the 
Commissioner had noticed him, merely 
from the description which had been 
given of the man; and as he went to 
him he said to me, “ Would to God, I 
could say I had ever been the instrument 
of doing as much as this man for Christ.” 
1 felt that such a scene was worthy of an 
enduring record; not that either man 
deserves praise, but that Christ gives 
honor, even in the hearts of the great, to 
those who faithfully serve him. There is 
honor attached to a Karen cripple, who 
faithfully overcomes obstacles for the sake 
of Christ, which even kings might covet. 


The Association—Confessions of Members. 


The meeting of the Association con- 
tinued four or five days, during which 
time many important subjects were dis- 
cussed and many well directed and search- 
ing sermons preached to the people. The 
people had constructed a large booth with 
seats in the form of slips, after the fashion 
of meeting houses in America. A pulpit 
was also constructed after the same model. 
This was done under the direction of their 
pastor, who accompanied me on my visit 
to America. ‘The booth, however, was 
not needed, as the chapel was large 
cnough for the people, and was, for night 
and day, more comfortable. 

After the meeting of the Association 
was closed, br. Allen returned to town, 
and most of the assistants, who were from 
a distance, left for their homes; but our 
mectings for the church were continued 
for a number of days longer. Nearly 
three days were spent by the members in 
making confession of their sins, accompa- 
nied by remarks and exhortations, as each 
case seemed to demand. I am sorry to 
say that a great number had been guilty, 
during the year, of drinking arrack and 
of gambling. 1 have now, however, more 


hope of these sins being rooted out than 
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.I ever have had before, because all seemed 

compelled by their own hearts to confess. 
The numerous relapses seem to be owing: 
to the influence of two individuals, one of 
them the principal head man of the place, 
and the other a very shrewd and crafty 
individual who has many connections and 
much power with the people. ‘This man 
had taught that gambling is no sin, but an 
honest way of getting money; and that 
drinking is no sin. Both of these men 
were apparently brought to repentance, 
as I had never seen them, and under cir- 
cumstances which give me great hope of 
their reformation, greater than I have ever 
had for them before. 

Arrangements were made for quarterly 
meetings of the assistants, to help one 
another, to administer the communion to 
the church, and to hold continued meet- 
I trust good may come of this ar- 
rangement. 

1 am intending to start for the south, 
for a long tour, in four or five days. I 
feel as though I would be every where at 
the same time. 


Ings. 


— 
ASSAM. 


LETTER FROM MR. DANFORTH. 
The Way set open ;— ‘‘ Will they come ?”’ 


Gowahati, Feb. 9, 1858. — We have 
just received your circular of Nov. 11, 
1857, on reduction of mission expendi- 
tures, and forwarded it to Mr. Whiting. 
I was afraid the financial crisis would af- 
fect your treasury, but hope it will be 
only for atime. It would be sad, indeed, 
if this reduction were to be a permanent 
affair. God in his ,providence has been 
shaking India from centre to circumfer- 
ence. We do not say that the fallow 
ground has been broken up, but the pub- 
lic mind has been disturbed and set to 
thinking; the pride of both the Hindu 
and the Mussulman has been humbled. 
The East India Company, or, rather, Eng- 
land (for I suppose the days of the Com- 
pany are at an end,) has been taught that 
her strength here in the East depends 
more on fostering Christianity than in 
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pampering idolatry. Thus we see the 
signs of the times are favorable to mis- 
sions. God has been preparing the way ; 
and He now says to the Christian world, 
“Come over and help us; enter in and 
possess the land.” The question is, Will 
they come? Or must the church be 
kept another forty years wandering in the 
wilderness, while such a tempting inherit- 
ance is spread out before them. 


Sickness of Mrs. Danforth — Proposed Re- 
turn tothe United States. 

In my last letter I told you that Mrs. 
Danforth must go home, and that I should 
have to go with her. If there was any 
doubt about the necessity of this thing, it 
is gone now. Mrs. Danforth continues to 
fail; and has now become so feeble that, 
whatever opportunity there may be for 
her going from Calcutta, I must go with 
her. I fear the effects of Calcutta upon 
her, and shall endeavor to get to sea as 
soon as possible. Every thing is packed, 
and I am only waiting for the steamer to 
return from Upper Assam. I ought to 
have gone before; but the river was not 
considered safe for private boats; and 
besides, I could not procure them. I hope 
to leave in three or four days. 

I leave the station in charge of Kandu- 
za, one of the native assistants. Budu 
and Bhubori are to be associated with him 
in preaching the gospel during the cold 
season ; but being boys, I have told them 
they are to go to school during the rains. 
Apinta, who has charge of a section, has 
gone out with his wife to live with his 
people ; and I have sent Godhula and his 
wife with them, to be school-teachers and 
preachers. He is in poor health, and I 
fear will not live long. 


Signal Deliverance. 


Another hundred sailors have gone to 
Upper Assam, and the work of retribu- 
tion has commenced. Several will be 
blown away from guns; several hanged ; 
others transported or imprisoned. The 
investigations, I am told, develop some 
foul plots. The day was fixed to murder 
every European, and every thing ready. 
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In fact, they were only waiting for the 
bugle to sound, to commence the work of 
death; when a slight circumstance occur- 
red to lead them to decide on waiting a 
few days for further information, and 
Assam was saved. We have, no doubt, 
been most signally preserved. 


LETTER FROM MR. WHITING, 


“Only one left "—State of the Province. 

Sibsagor, Feb. 20, 1858.—I had the 
great pleasure a few weeks since, of re- 
ceiving your kind letter of Oct. 17. Since 
then, I have received the joint circular to 
Mr. Danforth and myself, on retrench- 
ment. As Mr. Danforth is now on his 
way home, the burden of the circular falls 
on me alone. The event alluded to in 
your letter of October, as perhaps not far 
distant, has actually occurred, and Tam the 
only one left of the once eight missiona- 
ries. Mrs. Danforth was very feeble, and 
her babe, if possible, still more so. She 
could not go alone with her four children 
to America, and, to my mind, br. Dan- 
forth’s duty was plainly indicated. ‘The 
past year has been an eventful one in this 
part of the world, and the hearts of all 
the residents have been severely tried. 
Ilow many have sunk under the care and 
fatigue through which they passed! Ilow 
many still linger on, who would gladly 
seek relief in a more favorable climate, 
did duty permit ! 

As for myself and wife, we have passed 
through the year without being much pros- 
trated. But we have been much favored. 
The tour we took in August and Septem- 
ber, while it led us from a scene of con- 
stant anxiety, enabled us to enjoy the cool 
air and water of the Great River. This 
did us much good. Previously to our 
trip, for many nights we did not undress, 
and while one slept the other kept watch, 
Our house was so near the cantonments, 
and the sipahis so continually passing, we 
knew not how soon our safety might be 
perilled. The Lord kindly provided for 
us, and delivered us from every danger. 

The province is now quiet. About 
200 sailors are in the valley; of whom 
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sixty are at Jorhat, forty at Sibsagor, and 
the remainder at Dibrugor. 
sipahis have been transported for life, 


Several 
others dismissed the service. Several As- 
samese have also been transported for 
life; and Moni Ram, the chief instigator, 
who was at Calcutta, has been brought 
up and is now being tried at Jorhat. It 
is said he will be executed. 


Retrenchmeat but slightly available — 
The Press. 

The subject of retrenchment can apply 
only to Sibsagor, and that to a partial ex- 
tent. We retrenched here two or three 
years ago, and have increased the objects 
of expenditure never since. We have no 
day school nor native preachers. Repairs 
will take perhaps 200 rupees, miscellanies 
perhaps 200 more. Our Girls’ boarding 
school remains on our hands, the legacy 
of our predecessors ;—that will require 
350 rupees. Besides there remains only 
the press. 

I talked with br. Danforth before I re- 
ecived your cireular, about closing the 


press. He was not prepared for the mea- 
sure. Ile thought, if it were intended to 


revive our mission and carry forward the 
work again, it would not be economical 
to close the press and scatter the work- 
men. We ought, at least, not to take such 
a step until the Executive Committee had 
expressed an opinion as to the probable 
future operations of the mission, Ac- 
cordingly, paper and other materials have 
been procured, suflicient to last until Ov- 
tober next; and our monthly paper will 
continue to be issued. I shall also have 
to print a small edition of new hymns, 
and continue the printing of an Assamese 
vocabulary, both of which have been un- 
der authorization some time. 

I am publishing my translation of Isaiah 
in the Orunodoi, using the type afterwards 
to strike off 200 copies in book form for 
mission purposes. This will involve no 
other expense than that of the pressmen, 
as the paper used is cuttings, which have 
been gathering for several years. Mr. 
Hesselmeyer* is preparing Barth’s Church 


* A German missionary at Tezpur. 
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Ilistory, and proposes to have it printed 
here. Dr. Barth has made him a contri- 
bution for that object. 1 have started a 
subscription for the support of the press, 
among the English residents in Upper 
Assam. 

The influence of the press will, it is esti- 
mated, increase rapidly in India ; it would 
seem desirable to keep a Christian press 
in Assam. ‘The Orunodoi has 400 sub- 
scribers, and is exerting a perceptible in- 
fluence. I asked Mr. IL, English chap- 
lain at Dibrugor, Mr. Hesselmeyer at 
Tezpur, and Mr. B. at Gowahati, about 
the feasibility of giving it up. Each 
seemed decidedly opposed to even the 
idea, 


Call for definitive Action, 


Shall you try to send any help ? I hope 
the Executive Committee will clearly ex- 
press their designs with regard to this mis- 
It is fully to try to hold on to three 
stations with less than six missionaries. I 
fear that by the time six will arrive, our 
bungalows will all have rotted down. I 
hold on, however, in hope; willing to 
abide here as long as it is the pleasure of 
the Committee to continue me here; hop- 
ing every day that some new encourage- 
ment may appear. I enjoy my work ; 
and I trust I strive to be faithful, as one 
who must give an account. 


sion. 


TELOOGOOS. 


LETTER FROM MRS. JEWETT. 


Mission Schoo] Juvenile Benevolent 
Society- 

Fen. 24, 1858.—The number of our 
boarding pupils, of whom the boys and 
girls are nearly equal, has averaged fif- 
teen; and of day scholars, about thirty ; 
except during the first months of the 
year, when they were less. About two 
thirds of them were girls. 

The plan by which we obtained most 
of the girls is this. Our funds being very 
low, and girls not being procurable with- 
out a smal! payment, instead of what they 


| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


168 


might earn if at home, we decided to form 
a Juvenile Benevolent Socicty, to raise 
funds for the “thorough, Christian edu- 
cation of children and youth.” Tt was an 
object also, to train those under our care 
to a habit of exerting themselves for the 
goo! of others. 

The effort was begun with prayer, and 
God withheld not his blessing. The af- 
ternoon in each week, which had been oc- 
eupied by the boarding scholars in sewing, 
was devoted to the purpose of Socicty 
meetings. Then the children cheerfully 
began to make their own clothing in play- 
hours and holidays, and also to redeem 
much time to work in various ways for the 
benefit of the heathen, separated from 
them by only a mud wall. This was 
working for a plain purpose. Poor Chris- 
tians, who had never thought they could 
give any thing, and even unbelieving ser- 
vants, were seen bringing in their annas at 
each monthly meeting, which was held 
for this purpose, and for the special in- 
struction of all who chose to come. Some 
of the ladies of the place assisted us in va- 
rious ways; and at the end of the year, 
the Society having been commenced in 
April, we had raised rs. 300, of which rs. 
160 were the proceeds of a sale held 
immediately after our annual examina- 
tion. 

The examination was held on the 23rd 
of December. The ladies and gentlemen 
of Nellore attended, and were much pleas- 
ed. Some ef them even expressed much 
surprise at sceing such young children do 
so well. Judge Crozier, on seeing the nice 
prizes purchased with money which he 
had given, immediately offered the same 
amount—rs. 20—for another year. F. IL. 
Morris, Esq., who has assisted the board- 
ing department largely, made some very 
encouraging remarks. At the close, all 
walked into the adjoining room, where the 


articles were offered for sale. Feeling 


so much interest in behalfof these poor be- 
nighted ones, they were not long in clear- 
ing the table for their benefit. 

The most painful thing is, that we can- 
not be assured that any have passed from 
death unto life during the year. 


This is 
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not, however, so discouraging as it might 
seem; for our oldest class are all married, 
and their successors are yet quite young. 
One of the older ones, who has taught 
considerably, has begun to preach. Ilis 
wife is now matron of the same school 
of which she was the first convert. A 
brighter specimen of what the gospel of 
Christ can do, I never saw anywhere. 
We have just had retreshing letters from 
two of the other girls, who are serving the 
Lord in distant places. Some of those we 
now have, encourage us at times to hope 
they will ere long be brought into the fold 
of Christ. 

Their studies for the year have been as 
follows: The first class, seven in number, 
have read 2d Corinthians, all of John, and 
eight chapters in Romans; have studied 
geography—through the first book, and 
something of sacred geography; arithne- 
tic, into the compound rules; writing, and 
composition ; also a large number of 
bymns. In English, they have read all 
John’s gospel, and committed to memory 
the first three chapters in Romans, and 
twelve of Watts’ “ Divine Songs.” 

Some of the smaller classes, both of the 
boarding and day scholars, have read 
Scriptures, Peep of Day, and Ist and 2d 
Instructions ; committed to memory por- 
tions of Scripture, including twenty psalms 
and all the parables by Luke, catechisins 
and hymns; and commenced in arithme- 
tic, geography, &c. ; while the smallest are 
just learning to read. 

These studies have all been well re- 
viewed, and have either been taught or 
thoroughly revised under our own direc- 
tion as in former years. 

The school has commenced this year with 
a gool increase of numbers,—more than 
sixty on the list; the “ Nellore Juvenile 
Benevolent Sewing Society” continuing 
as before. Br. and sr. Douglass have re- 
turned to the station with renewed strength 
for their work. With respect to my own 
health, I believe Mr. J. wrote to you that 
I had been threatened again with lung 
complaint but was better. I am glad to 
tell you that I am, I hope, still rather 
improving. 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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GERMANY. 


JOURNAL OF J. BLENNER, 
TNH MAINE. 


Ripe Fruit gathered — Fearing God rather 
than Men. 

October, 1857.— My first call this quar- 

ter was to the death-bed of one of our sis- 

Her 


Her complaint 


FRANKFORT ON 


ters, who had long been a sufferer. 
joy to see me was great. 
had many days prevented her from taking 
nourishment, but the grapes Chad taken 
You 
were the first, Mr. Blenner,” she whisp- 
ered, “ who offered divine consolation to 


for her seemed to do her good. 


my perishing soul, and you have now be- 
stowed the last refreshment to my dying 
I thank you for both.” The effort 
these words caused the patient left her 
Shortly afterwards she 
expired, saying, Hlome, home.” 


body. 
quite prostrate. 


The following morning I was called to 
the burgomaster of Dorfevril, where I 
purposed preaching in the evening. The 
burgomaster warned me of the danger 


Ile 


e. 
especially took umbrage at my loud speak- 


attending my illegal proceedings. 


ing on such occasions, which attracted 
even the passers by ; he would recommend 


me, he said, to adopt a more subdued man- | . : 
| ed in the hope that the same favor would 


ner. I replied, I could not modulate my 
voice to human direction, nor could I per- 
mit the birds in the air to outdo me in 
proclaiming the praises of God. Then 
pointing to Luther's portrait, which hung 
on the wall of the apartment, [I added, 
“He feared neither emperor nor pope ; 
his words are mine too; I cannot other- 
wise; God help me! Amen.” The allu- 
sion appeared to be well timed. I was 
dismissed without further remark, so that 
even the gensd’armes present could not 
suppress a smile, The meeting was held, 
and at the close several inquirers con- 
versed with me. 

The next day my way led me through 
the wild Spessart mountains, where, how- 
ever, in nooks and dells, I found some 
good ground into which to cast the seed 
of truth. The glad tidings were grate- 


fully received by the people who live scat- 
tered here. 
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A Messenger of good Tidings. 


On the 21st I returned to Frankfort, 
where I found a letter from an unknown 
Christian friend in New York, requesting 
me to forward the Sendbote (an American 
religious paper,) to his friends, and to 
visit them. ‘The writer says, “ They are 
my father, mother and sister! O my dear 
friend, you know what it is to have 
parents who do not love the Saviour. For 
his sake I entreat you to visit them, and 
to show them the way of life, for they do 
not know it.” 

In consequence of this letter my next 
journey was to Mollgers, where the friends 
Finding them 
at home, I said, “I have an important 


above referred to reside. 
message to you.” “ From our son?” was 
the anxious exclamation of the parents. 
“Yes.” “What a blessing that we at 
length receive news of him!” The sight 
of the aged people’s joy was a feast to me. 
Then I read the letter, which caused tears 
to flow freely. The old man tremblingly 
took the letter from me. “ Yes, yes,” he 
said, “it is my son’s hand writing.” He 
read the letter repeatedly, 

And now the mother commenced a long 
narrative about her son, to which I listen- 


be shown me. But when I began to speak 
of the things that had brought me here, 
only the father and sister would listen — 
the mother seeming to think herself too 
far advanced in life to receive instruction 
In the evening, how- 
ever, for her “son’s sake” she returned, 
and as I spoke, the hearts of my three 
hearers seemed deeply affected. Before 
I left, the next day, tracts and testaments 
were bought of me, and I was assured my 
visit had not been in vain. 


from a young man. 


Scene of Tomptation. 


In November I visited Heidelberg. The 
niece of sister M., with whom I reside, is 
at a boarding school there.* During the 
autumn vacation she visited us at Frank- 
fort, and appeared to have received deep 
impressions of divine truth. The last news 


* See Mag. for Jan., p. 9. 
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her aunt had received from her was, that 
she was resolved not to be confirmed, al- 
though her uncle on whom she is depend- 
ent is a strict Lutheran. 

October 14, Ciitchen D. wrote to her 
aunt, “ To-day, at the close of the con- 
firmation lesson, I determined to speak to 
Mr. P., but I felt too weak, and went 
away unhappy. 
the strengthening communion with God's 
children, and yet the Lord is all to me. 

“15.— To-day the Lord gave me 
strength, and I took the first step. The cler- 
gyman appointed Saturday for an inter- 
view with me. O pray that I may not 
waver. 

“To-day IT went to Mr. P. I trembled 
and was full of fear, but was encouraged 
by the thought, * What you are about to 
do is for the truth’s sake.” 1 told Mr. I’. 
that I did not find confirmation to be 
taught in the bible; but he wished to 
know who had directed my mind to this 
matter. Then we spoke of baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper. When I said it would 
be quite impossible for me to take the 
Lord’s Supper with unbelievers, Mr. P. 
replied, ‘ That is spiritual pride, which 
has brought you to this hasty conclusion.’ 
But what pained me most in all that Mr. 
P. said to me is, ‘ You will be disappoint- 
ed in your hope of finding peace by taking 
such a step.’ Still I have enjoyed more 
peace since I have spoken to Mr. P. than 
before ; but O, 1 feel it painfully, when 
those around me ascribe my desire to do 
right, to pride.” 

At the request of Cétchen’s aunt, I called 
on herin November. But alas, the ad- 
versary of souls had so intimidated the 
young believer, that she evidently feared 
to speak to me of religion in the presence 
of her teacher. She again attended the 
instruction preparatory to confirmation, 
but [determined to see her alone. The next 
morning Ca%chen passed me on the way to 
the clergyman’s house, but would not re- 
cognize me. I stood on the bridge of the 
Neckar till she returned. I could not 
help weeping ; for it appeared very sad to 
me, that the seed of truth that had begun 


I felt sorry not to enjoy 
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to blossom in the heart of this young girl, 
should have been thus rudely destroyed ; 
and I determined to make a final effort to 
show her her danger. I prevented her from 
Only a few 
words could be spoken, but the Lord gave 


again passing me unnoticed. 


me to speak words “ in season,” and Cat- 
chen promised to ask help of the Lord 
to act according to her convictions. May 
our prayers for her in this respect be 
heard. 


Mainz—Progress of the Church in Frank- 
fort. 


27.—Proceeded to Mainz, where only 
a short time previously the fearful catas- 
trophe had taken place, which has render- 
ed a great part of the city a scene similar 
I found 
many minds susceptible of divine impres- 
sions, and trust my labors, aided by the 


to that of Jerusalem destroyed. 


circumstances under which they were per- 
formed, will prove a blessing to many. 
Mr. L. assured me that although he was 
not a believer, when the explosion took 
place he felt certain the day of judgment 
had come, and every word of mockery he 
had uttered concerning it rushed to his 
remembrance and caused him to fall on 
his knees, 
impressions had again gradually faded 
from his mind, and Mr. L. considered my 


Since then, however, those 


visit opportune, as it served to re-awaken 
anxiety for his salvation. 

In Frankfort the work of the Lord pro- 
gresses slowly, but, I trust, surely. Many 
persons who at first would not admit me 
to their houses now gladly listen to my 
errand. But, as in most other large cities, 
the God of this world reigns supreme 
in Frankfort, and much remains to be 
done before the kingdom of Christ here 
shall bear even a small proportion to the 
kingdom of the Prince of darkness. 

At the close of the year, a love feast 
found our brethren and sisters assembled 
at Offenbach. They are forty-one in 
number, and, I rejoice to say, are all fruit- 
bearing branches of the vine, which is 
Christ. 
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Attention on Lolland. 


October, 1857.—To my great joy, 
say that the work of the Lord is progress- 
ing on the island of Lolland. In the 
spring of this year, [held the first meetings 
here; and so eagerly were they attended 
by the islanders, that I could not resist the 
earnest requests made to increase their 
number, 
twenty-cight meetings, and ofien my voice 


Thus in twenty-one days T held 


was drowned by the audible emotion of 


my hearers. 
that they had long felt the want of some- 


Many persons assured me 


thing sure upon which to rest their Ropes 
of heaven; and now this was offered to 
them in the gospel. 
through the “ Christianizing’ 
usnal in these countries, but: without hav- 


They all had passed 
formulas 
ing discovered their real condition to be 
that of unregenerate sinners. And when 
I now lifted the veil that hid the truth 
from their view, great was the general 
consternation, and loud the exclamation, 
“Wat must we do to be saved ?” 

A good work was begun in’ many 
hearts, and before I left the island two 
persons applied for baptism. 

In July T returned to Lolland with br. 
IIansen, to administer the ordinance to 
these believers; and for the first time Lol- 
land's waters were “moved” for such a 
purpose. But not only the waters were 
moved—the whole island felt the shock. 
When it became known that the ordi- 
nance had actually been performed, fear 
came upon all who heard of it; above all, 
on the party most interested—the clergy. 
Loud anathemas were pronounced against 
me; the national churches, long deserted, 
were again crowded for awhile. But 
transient as are the effects of all mere 
excitement, this was also the case on Lol- 
land. 

When the people returned to reason 
and the bible, they remembered where 
they had learned to appreciate the lat- 
ter, and at my last visit I recognized all 
my hearers. 

This month I again spent some days on 
the island, and baptized three believers. 
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These friends regularly meet for worship, 
while the inquirers often join them for 
discussion on the Scriptures. That such 
events should meet with opposition is no 
wonder. A woman, who is convinced 
that infant baptism is unseriptural, has 
been compelled by her husband to be 
present at the administration of the ordi- 
nance to her infant. Besides this, he has 
insisted on her working on the Lord’s 
day, saying she should have told him 
before they were married, that she in- 
tended to adopt an idle religion, which 
prevents wives from doing their duty. 

On this island of Lolland, as in most 
other parts of Denmark, intoxication and 
swearing are the two chief vices; and, al- 
though [ incurred much enmity by testify- 
ing against them, I received full compensa- 
tion in the fact, that several persons have 
forsaken their evil ways, and that these 
practices are coming to be generally con- 
sidered quite inadmissible by those who 
profess to make the word of God the rule 
of their life. 

The number of persons baptized by me 
on Lolland is nine. These friends are 
very anxious to be formed into a church, 
and I cherish the hope that ere long this 
will take place. 


JOURNAL OF W. HAUPT, BREMEN. 


Conversation with an Emigrant returned 
from America. 

October 23.—In the railway carriage, 
on my way to Verden, I met with an emi- 
grant returned from America. “ ‘There is 
but one Germany,” he said. I took oc- 
casion to remind him that there is like- 
wise only one heaven. My companion 
assured me he had no doubt of this; but 
that, as almost every man formed a dif- 
ferent conception of heaven, he would 
like to know what is its real character. 
“ Have you been in America so long, sir, 
(he had been there ten years,) without 
learning that the bible alone can give you 
information on this subject?” I asked. 
“ Well, to say the truth,” was the reply, 
“many attempts were made to make me 
read the bible and become an American 
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Christian, but I resented all such attempts 
because they were American. I am very 
willing, however,” continued the man, “ to 
receive instruction from you, sir, for you 
are a German.” T now offered the gospel 
to my companion, which he gladly re- 
ceived, and finally bought a bible of me. 
But I could not part from him, without 
reproving him for the prejudice which 
had prevented him from heeding those 
efforts for his good which he had, as he 
said, “resented.” I told him that the 
mission by which I am engaged to preach 
the gospel, had originated in America, and 
had hitherto derived thence its chief sup- 
port. This information had the desired 
eflect. “ If the desire of the Americans for 
the salvation of sinners is indeed so great,” 
replied the man, “that they labor for this 
in Germany, I have hitherto wronged 
them in my heart; but now I will make 
amends by becoming, with God's help, a 
Christian indeed.” I was convinced of 
the man’s sincerity, and trust he too will 
find admission there where no prejudices 
will mar the intercourse of nations. 


Halle—A real Charm. 


At Halle, where I have been prohibit- 
ed to preach, I held a well attended meet- 
ing at the house of a friend whose adher- 
ence to us is not yet known. Atthe close 
of the service a young female came to me. 
Her mother, she said, was dead, her father 
often from home, and she had a brother 
who took a delight in doing whatever she 
disapproved of. Ile had refused to attend 
our service, saying, he knew I had a 
charm to change people, and he would not 
be changed. The sister's request was 
now, that I would accompany her home. 
I did so, and, I must say, to my amusement 
observed the strong lad trembling at the 
sight of me, in the expectation of the ap- 
plication of the charm. But I soon re- 
assured him, by saying I had once been a 
wayward youth like himself, until I saw 
that my sins were the occasion of nailing 
Christ to the cross, and all I wished him 
to do was to remember how great were 
the sufferings of the Saviour to redeem 
him from hell. I read several passages 
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of Scripture ; the young man seemed much 
affected, and at length exclaimed, “ Yes, 
yes, there is a charm in your words, sir, 
The 


sister shed tears of joy; and when we 


for feel am a great sinner.” 


three knelt together in prayer, doubtless 
there was joy in heaven over a repentant 
sinner. 


Conversation with an Infidel. 


7.— To-day br. Scheve arrived from 
Hamburg. We rejoice greatly over this 
accession to our missionary corps in this 
part of the country. In consequence of 
an agreement made among us, to inter- 
chime visits to our various posts of labor, 
I set out to-day for Eastfriesland. In 
the diligence to Oldenburg, a gentleman 
took great pains to enlighten me regard- 
ing the omnipotence of nature and the 
human origin of the bible. After listen- 
ing to him some time, I assured him that 
with such views he would never see God. 
“You speak profanely,” was the reply, 
“in placing such a prospeyt before me ; I 
‘an boast that no one can with truth 
speak evil of me; and should T not at last 
see God, if there is indeed such a being ?” 
“ Your very doubt of his existence,” I an- 
swered, “implies an impossibility of your 
seeing Him; for those who come unto God, 
must believe that He is, and isa rewarder.” 
* now continu- 
ed the gentleman, * but not succeeding, I 


“T once tried to believe, 


thought it better to hold one thing thor- 
oughly, and so became what I suppose 
you call an infidel.” TI now entreated my 
companion to reflect on the end of those 
who do not fear God, and he allowed me 
to read some passages of Scripture on this 
When we parted, he said, “ Of 
course the opinions of twenty years can- 
not be changed in an hour; but I shall 
think over what you have said.” 

In proceeding to Eastfriesland, I visited 
several of our Oldenburg churches, and 


subject. 


rejoiced to find many evidences of spirit- 
ual health and vigor. At Ialsbeck, I was 
speaking on the power of sin and the ne- 
cessity of attending to religion, when a 
schoolmaster present rose and exclaimed ; 
“You give a one-sided view of things, 
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Mr. Speaker; one may enjoy this life 
and the next too.” One of the dea- 
cons, however, interfered, by saying that 
criticism is usual after, not during, a 
sermon. We were not disturbed again. 


Children asking the Way to Zion—Serving 
Christ. 

In continuing my journey, during the 
next fortnight I held seventeen meetings, 
and enjoyed Christian intercourse with the 
brethren that will never be forgotten by 
me. At Osterlitz, my arrival no sooner 
became known, than a party of children, 
each with a bible in his hand, came to the 
One of the 

The last 
missionary who had been there, he said, 


house where [ was staying. 
elder boys was spokesman. 


had told them so many beautiful things, 


about heaven and the Saviour, that they 
hoped I would be so kind as to do the 
Gladly T fulfilled this request, and 
trust an impression was made on some of 


same, 
the young minds. Some of the boys, 
when I spoke to them of the blessedness 
of commending the Saviour to sinners, 
promised to ask the Lord to make them 
fit for this office. 
rents of these children evinced indifler- 


Strange to say, the pa- 


ence to religion, but did not prevent the 
little ones from listening to me. 

Nov. 16.—As I chose my route through 
parts of the country where vehicles are 
not easily obtained, I was often much 
wearied. But when most I needed it, a 
conveyance was generally offered me. 
At a large farm near M., the mistress was 
so delighted with all Thad told her, that it 
was impossible, she said, to listen alone ; 
and quickly gathering her household to- 
gether, I had quite a congregation before 
me. ‘The Lord blessed my words, so that 
several of the men afterwards assured me 
no one had ever spoken so to them; but 
they felt it all to be true. When it was 
time for me to proceed on my way, my 
weary limbs pleaded for a respite ; but I 
had appointed to hold a meeting there. 
As I was preparing to leave, my hostess 
said, “ The carriage is at the door ; it has 
not been out since our son was married.” 
I expressed a regret to cause so much 
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trouble. “It is an honor,” replied Mr. 
L., “it is the first time in my life I have 
done anything for the Lord, and I trust 
He will not despise this small begin- 
ning.” 

At my next station I received a letter 
to return to I[alburn, where I had been a 
week before. The only son of br. R. had 
suddenly died, and I was requested to at- 
tend the funeral. 1, therefore, retraced 
my steps, and, on reaching the house the 
next day, found it filled with people in 
the midst of whom stood the open coffin 
Though 
young, he had given evidence of love to 
the Saviour, and I rejoiced in the hope 
that he was now experimentally receiving 
answer to his question to me, “ Is heaven 
more beautiful than Mr. G’s garden in 
summer %"—(a garden which forms part 
of a neighboring estate.) ‘The child had 
been a general favorite, and I took ocea- 
sion from his carly death, to teach lessons 
of wisdom. Many tears were shed, and, 
as | afterwards learned, not a few of 
those present have since been seeking the 
Lord. 

At length T reached my place of desti- 
nation, Eastfricsland. Here I held many 
meetings, and found a cordial reception 
with all the brethren, who rejoice to be- 
come acquainted, by our newly arranged 
plan, with all our North German mission- 
aries. 


of the lately blooming boy. 


Children’s Festival. 


In December I returned to Bremen, 
and at the close of the year arranged a 
festival for our Sabbath scholars, as is 
usual in Hamburg. Our school here pros- 
pers, and we have some thoughtful schol- 
ars. At the close of the festival, a little 
boy came to me and whispered, “ Now 
if the dear Saviour should only come and 
bless us, as he did the children whom their 
mothers brought.” “Tle is here,” I re- 
plied, “ and he will bless you all, if you 
desire it.” The boy returned to his com- 
panions, and, as I could see, was repeating 
the answer. May their prayer for the 
Saviow’s blessing receive the divine an- 
swer. 


LETTER FROM J, BERNEIKE. 
Church in Hammerstein. 


The net increase of the church in num- 
bers during the past year has been but 
three. 
and elsewhere during the year, ten have 
been added by baptism, and one has been 
restored. 

The members in Farther Pomerania 
have been a long time in a low state ; but 
the desire to hear the word is now so great 
in many places that a multitude of laborers 
would find enough to do and still all could 
not be satisfied. During my last journey 
thither, in seventeen days [ held eighteen 
meetings in fifteen different places, of 
which some were numerously attended, 
and T received many earnest requests, par- 
ticularly from those who were not mem- 
bers, to come again soon. 

The church in Hammerstein enjoyed 


Several have removed to America 


during the last year many blessed oeca- 
sions. On the second of August, we dedi- 
cated a new and spacious place of wor- 
ship, fitted up for us by br. G. Mailer in 
his own house. 

The members have been engaged as 
usual in tract distribution. 
perience in this department of labor has 
been very encouraging. 


My own ex- 


FRANCE. 
LETTER FROM MR. 


P—,, April 22, 1858.— Mr. L——— 
wrote me, April 14, that he had enjoyed 
a delightful Easter festival, and that four 
persons have been added by baptism to 
the church at C-——— 
ination. He adds that other baptisms, God 
willing, will take place. 

The churches in D and L 
are prospering, and the pastors are to have 
shortly several baptisms. The work pro- 
gresses equally well at P——. We have 
here several converted souls, and others 
are advancing. Our meetings are often 
numerously attended, and not infrequent- 
ly our chapel contains from 75 to 80 hear- 
ers. 

We have cause to be grateful for the 


after serious exam- 
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toleration enjoyed by our brethren. For 
while in some Departments mectings for 
worship are prohibited absolutely, and the 
preachers are thrown into prison and con- 
demned to heavy fines, Messrs. L 


and F——— are so highly esteemed in 
the places where they reside, that their 
flocks can meet under the very eyes of 
the municipal authorities without molesta- 
tion. Mr. L——., still more free than 
Mr. F———, recently officiated at a 
funeral at C :where nearly 300 persons 
were assembled. Not long since he sol- 
emnized a marriage near C 


, Where 
the military guard of the commune consti- 
tuted the police. 

The struggle between baptism and 
It is 
delightful to observe what progress Bap- 


pedo-baptism in France continues. 


tist doctrines are making among Chris- 
The Archives 


du Christianisme has become decidedly a 


tians of all denominations. 


Baptist journal in this respect, viz: that its 
principal editors firmly defend our doc- 
trine on baptism. An English Baptist 
minister told me recently of a minister of 
the Evangelical Society of France who 
no longer baptizes infants, and who is be- 
I have 
also heard of another minister of the same 
society who has lately declared publicly 
that he would not baptize infants. Teould 
name several ministers in P 


ginning to baptize by immersion. 


, who are 
thoroughly Baptist in principle, although 
for reasons which they think sufficient, 
they have not yet been baptized and do 
not administer the rite by immersion. 

In view of these things, it will be a sad 
calamity if our dear mission should, under 
such circumstances, be given up. I hope 
such a thing will not take place, but that 
our churches will be preserved. It is im- 
possible for me to contemplate the bless- 
ings which have attended the mission, and 
I have 
never given up all hope; and as often as 
I think of each of our flocks, advancing 
in spite of all difficulties and obstacles, I 
say to myself—*‘We cannot be aban- 
doned. If an English Baptist mission, 
commenced in Bretagne twenty years since 
is maintained, although it numbers only 


then to think of abandoning it. 
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twenty-twochurch members, our churches, 
which are in a state far more prosperous, 
cannotbe given up to destruction.’ enter- 
tain the cheering hope that the delightful 
revival which is now blessing the United 
States may contribute under God to the 
maintenance and perhaps to the increase 
of all the missions. 


LETTER FROM MR. L 


Plea for the Mission. 


April 14.—We wish to write these lines 
in these mournful times, when our breth- 
ren of the United States are to be called 
upon to form a grave decision touching our 
mission. 
the thoughts which at this moment press 
upon our minds. 

In looking back over the quarter of a 
century since this mission was commenc- 


Permit us to give utterance to 


ed, we see that at the beginning there 
were very few Baptist Christians in 
France. The Baptists here, at first, were 
buf sparingly enlightened; deficient in 
strength as to the real principles of the 
Baptists, and especially as to the seriptural 
discipline of the church. ‘Then it was al- 
most impossible to find a missionary sta- 
tion or a missionary laborer. Our holy 
faith was misunderstood, — despised, by 
every one, and even by Christians. 

Then everything was to be done, to 
train young men to the work, to form new 
fields of evangelical labor — a thing so 
difficult in France,— to dissipate the pre- 
judices not only of the world, but also of 
Christians of other denominations. 

We can say in truth that all this has 
been done, under God, through the means 
of the well beloved brother sent to us by 
the American And hence, 
whatever happens, we, our families and 
our flocks, shall be forever grateful to you. 
The French Baptist churches are now 
known, esteemed and respected by peo- 


churches. 


ple around them, so that our adversaries 
no longer dare to persecute us openly and 
violently, as is done elsewhere in the case 
of our brethren in our unhappy country. 
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ions know us and our doctrines better; 
numbers of them are on the way towards 
us. Many of these brethren, gifted and 
pious, actually defend believers’ baptism 
with eloquence and energy in their pas- 
toral associations, in books, or in their 
newspapers. They are sapping the found- 
ations of infant baptism. No doubt there 
is a secret labor in the church, of which 
in the carly future there will be good fruit. 

Many hundreds of souls have passed 
from darkness into the glorious light of the 
gospel of Christ by means of your laborers 
in France. But eternity alone will reveal 
all the good that has been done among the 
thousands of persons with whom we have 
been brought into contact. Besides the 
fields so interesting and so prosperous in 
can brethren could but witness the progress 
of the work in A——, if they could have 
been present at our late Easter festival at 
C——, and seen the crowd of attentive 
and deeply moved hearers during our sol- 
emn mectings, if you had been present at 
the examination for baptism of four of 
our young people,—the blessed fruit of 
my Sabbath school,— surely you would 
say as we do —* No, it is not the will of 
God that such a work should be forsaken, 
where the prospect is that still more will 
offer themselves for baptism at the ap- 
proaching feast of Pentecost.” 

The church of L is no less blessed. 
After all the favor of God bestowed upon 
it in past years, the harvest seems now 
whiter and richer than ever. 

It is in such circumstances that our be- 
loved fathers and brethren of the United 
States think to abandon us! Alas, if they 
would reflect upon it a little, they would 
say with us—‘ What a great calamity, 
should it be done !’ 

May the Lord God Almighty raise up 
for us among you, in behalf of the mis- 
sion,— as formerly for Israel in Egypt,— 
many anew Moses, that we may gothrough 
this sea without being swallowed up ; and 
if we are to be left for years in the desert, 
like Joshua, before causing us to see the 
new Canaan, may He only grant us, to- 


, N——and O——, —if the Ameri- 


Then, the Christians of other commun- | gether with fidelity to his service, our daily 
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manna, and a little water from the Rock 
to quench our thirst. 

May the Lord be with our beloved breth- 
ren at the meeting of the Union; may He 
bless your intercourse and your solemn 
deliberations, and Himself determine your 
important resolutions. 


MISCE 


LLANY. 


{June, 


While you deliberate, we shall be with 
you in spirit, and shall continue to pray 
that all you do may be for the glory of 
our God and Saviour, for the good of the 
cause, and for the salvation of perishing 
souls. 


OBSTACLES TO THE GOSPEL IN 
INDIA. 
BY REV. J. OGILVIE, CALCUTTA. 
(Concluded from p. 152.) 

As this subject does appear to me to be 
& most important one, and as Tam exceed- 
ingly anxious to convince you that Iam 
not exaggerating the difliculty, I will take 
the liberty of reading to you, from the 
Christian Observer, a few sentences of a 
most carefully prepared and instructive 
article by a missionary who has lately 
gone to his rest, but who long labored 
as a vernacular preacher, and was a 
profound and most accurate Bengali 
scholar. 

As a proof how excessively prone the 
Hindus are to misunderstand the simplest 
words of a European preacher, this writer 
states :-—* On one occasion I visited a sick 
man to whom I had given medicine ; he 
with difliculty understood or heard the 
few words I addressed to him; seeing which, 
some of his friends who were present re- 
peated my words in so loud a voice, that, 
fearing they might harass the poor 
man, I begged they would not speak so 
roughly. Being then but a tyro in the 
vernacular, I expressed myself thus, * Pre- 
mer hatha ba'a’ (lit. speak words of love), 
on which they began to bawl in his ears, 
Hari-kishta, Hari-kishta, &e., and made 
preparations for carrying him off to the 
river side.” 

As additional illustrations how differ- 
ent may be the ideas of the Europeans 
and the Hindus when they employ the 
same terms, I shall read the following sen- 
tences from the same article :— 

“ Great is the power of fuith ; so the 


Christian believes — it can work miracles 
— it saves the soul. This doctrine, in a 
very exaggerated form, is also firmly be- 
lieved by Hindus. The very words of 
our Lord to the blind man, * According to 
thy faith, be it unto thee,’ are in common 
use among them to support the monstrous 
doctrine, that everything is toa man what 
he believes it to be, e.g., if he thinks a 
stone or a tree is God, it becomes so to 
him in consequence of his faith, and is 
invested with the attributes of God, and 
to be worshipped accordingly. 

“ The term regeneration (punarjauma), 
and the idea of being born again, are com- 
mon to the Hindu and Christian schemes. 
But the Hindu intends by it a literal new 
birth of the man after death, in another 
body, the rank of which, in the scale of 
being, depends on his previous merits or 
demerits. It is an established principle 
with them that all sentient life, from the 
highest to the lowest creatures, is alike 
part of the one sole Life, viz., God, and 
each capable of passing into any or all the 
rest in succession. 

Incarnation (avatar)—the idea of 
‘God manifest in the flesh ’— is one com- 
mon to the Hindu and Christian systems 
of faith. Both admit the possibility of the 
invisible God clothing Himself in a human 
form, and thus becoming visible to His 
creatures on earth; and in effecting this 
both allow that He must lay aside for a 
time some portion of Ilis glory, while He 
yet retains and exercises other attributes 
peculiar to the divine Being, suflicient to 
prove Him to be the “Incarnate God.” 
Both assert also the fact of one or more 
such incarnations having actually taken 
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place in the history of our world. But 
they widely differ as to the causes of the 
Godhead becoming incarnate, and in their 
representation of the mode in which such 
a wonderful event took place, as also in 
regard to the character and actions they 
ascribe to these several incarnations. 

Of all the incarnations, Krishna is the 
one best known" and most generally wor- 
shipped in Bengal. In his history, there 
are many circumstances resembling, more 
or less, certain facts in the life of our Sa- 
viour, as recorded in the gospel. His 
name also, as it is pronounced by the com- 
mon people (Kishta), closely approxi- 
mates to the name of Christ in Bengali. 
This is properly Khrishta, but some (espe- 
cially young missionaries) pronounce it 
without the aspirate, Krishta, and the un- 
educated natives often omit the r, so that, 
on both these accounts, it happens that a 
missionary will find, after he has been 
preaching for half an hour to a village 
congregation of heathens, some of them 
will go away with the impression that he 
has been speaking of their own Kishta, 
only telling them something about him 
with which they were not previously ac- 
Some indeed, 
think this resemblance in the names is 
an advantageous circumstance, as it af- 
fords them an opportunity to contrast the 
character and mission of Christ’ with 
Krishna’s. But an audience not aceus- 
tomed to the preaching of the gospel, will 
almost certainly confound the two incar- 
nations together; and derive no benefit 


quainted. missionaries, 


from the missionary’s address.” 

“The name of Yishu Khrishta, e¢., 
Jesus Christ, now rings throughout Ben- 
gal, and Vishu Khrishter lok (Jesus 
Christ’s man) is a term applied by the most 
remote villagers to the missionary and his 
assistants. But as they confound the name 
Khrishta with Krishna, so do they Yishu 
with Rishi. The Rishis were ascetics or 
hermits of old,—the associates and equals 
of the gods, whom they sometimes even 
surpassed in power by their superior holi- 
ness. The common people, omitting the 
initial r, call them Ishi, and suppose that 
Ishi Kishta was a of Krishna’s ; 
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the two names associating as readily as 
Radha Kishta in their ideas. “ The name 
of Jesus is thus confounded with Rishi, as 
that of Christ is with Krishna.” 

It would be superfluous to adduce fur- 
ther instances, or to dwell longer on this 
point. Every one is of course aware, that 
words are not merely the vehicle for con- 
veying our thoughts to others, but (what is 
much more) the VERY INSTRUMENT OF 
THOUGHT ITSELF. But no one who has 
not thought long and earnestly on the sub- 
ject, can have any idea of the power 
which words have in influencing all our 
thoughts. I trust, however, that what I 
have now said, will convince even those 
who have not thought much about this 
matter before, of the EXTREME DIFFI- 
CULTY (to say the very least) of convey- 
ing Christian ideas to the mind of a hea- 
then, prepossessed with false notions from 
his childhood. Indeed, I have often 
thought that, after all, this is THe great 
difliculty which missionaries have to con- 
tend with; and I believe that the more 
you examine and reflect on the subject, 
the more and more reason will you see to 
concur with me in that opinion. 

You have all of you often heard of the ex- 
traordinary effects produced by the preach- 
ing of Wesley, Whitefield, and others, 
among the lower orders of the people of 
England. Now, there is nothing particu- 
larly wonderful in all this; nothing but 
what may be most easily accounted for. 
But matters are very different in this 
land; and the remarks I have now offered 
will help you to understand the reason of 
that difference. 

The preacher, we shall suppose, goes 
forth to engage “in the direct preach- 
ing of the Word,” in some heathen village 
where, it may be, the gospel has never 
before been proclaimed. He goes forth 
imitating, as he imagines, the example of 
the apostle Paul, “ determined to know 
nothing among men but Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified,” and disdaining to employ 
“ enticing words of man’s wisdom.” 

Well, now, what is the result of his 
preaching? Ask those who are more 
particularly engaged in this work, and 
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they will tell you. I must warn you, 
however, that different parties are likely 
to give you very different replies. 

_ Suppose, now, that in the first place 
you ask a person who has been but com- 
paratively a short period in the country, 
who knows little about the language, 
and still less about the people, —he will 
tell you what large and attentive audien- 
ces he had ; he will dwell with impassion- 
ed “eloquence” on the wonderful effects 
of his preaching,— how the people did 
listen to him,—with what earnestness they 
clung to him, and questioned him,—how 
greatly they were impressed,—how deep- 
ly they were affected, many of them even 
to tears. Surely, he will conclude, the 
day of India’s redemption draweth nigh, 
and Hinduism is now at length tottering 
to its fall, &c. &e. 

Suppose that you apply next to a 
preacher of a different stamp—a man, it 
may be, of deep thought and reflection, 
who has devoted himself to vernacular 
preaching for twenty-five, or, perhaps, 
thirty years—who is thoroughly acquaint- 
ed with the language, and knows fully the 
habits of the people, their prejudices, their 
modes of thinking and of acting—an elo- 
quent preacher in every sense of the 
term,—I will not venture to state the pre- 
cise answer which he will give you; but I 
can assure you, it will be something very 
different, indeed, from that of the former. 
It is very possible that the people may 
have misunderstood him altogether ; that 
he may have utterly failed to convey a 
single correct notion to any one of his 
hearers. 

When you take into account, then, what 
has now been stated, as well as what was 
mentioned on former occasions, need you 
regard it as a matter of astonishment that 
missionary work should proceed so slowly 
in the country ? 

As has been well and justly stated: — 
“Missionaries have much to do before 
they can obtain a good and promising soil, 
in which to sow the seed of divine truth. 
The understanding of the Hindu is dark- 
ened through the ignorance that is in him; 
his very conscience is defiled through the 
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deceitfulness of sinful theories, and seared 
as with a hot iron by long habits of vicious 
conduct,—defended, and in some cases 
even demanded, by authorities to which 
he and his forefathers, for many genera- 
tions, have been accustomed implicitly to 
bow. The missionaries have, therefore, 
not only to break up the fallow ground, 
but to root up the jungle, and to burn up 
the rubbish, which have been accumu- 
lating for centuries, before they can 
plough, and cast in the grain with much 
hope of success.” 

Let me conclude by expressing the 
hope that no one of you will imagine that 
I have enumerated all these difliculties for 
the purpose of discouraging you in your 
benevolent efforts to instruct and evange- 
lize these people. My object has been 
precisely the opposite of this. I do, in- 
deed, hope and trust that what has been 
stated may tend, in some measure, to 
moderate and regulate your expectations 
in regard to rapid and extensive success ; 
and that, instead of giving way to fanciful 
anticipations of that kind — instead of 
“looking for signs in this quarter, and for 
signs in that quarter”—you will simply 
endeavor to do what you know to be your 
incumbent duty; resting your firm confi- 
dence in the declaration of Him in whose 
cause you are engaged, and who has as- 
sured you that the kingdoms given unto 
the Son of man from such a kingdom that 
all people, nations, and LANGUAGES, shall 
serve Him; that His dominion is an ever- 
lasting dominion, which shall not be de- 
stroyed. — Hlome and For. Record. 


JOURNAL OF KALI COMER GHOSE, 


Kali Comer Ghose is a native preacher con- 
nected with the Ghospara Mission in In- 
dia. This mission is located on the Hooghly, 
about twenty-four miles above Calcutta, and 
is supported chiefly by friends in Edinburgh, 
Scotland. The labors of the station embrace 
a Christian school of eighty pupils and such 
eff rts as can be made at heathen festivals, in 
the streets, from house to house, to publish the 
glad tidings of the gospel. Notwithstanding 
the troubled state of India for the last year, 
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this mission and its work have escaped inter- 
ruption. The journal of Kali which follows, 
has an interest as exhibiting his mental ability 
and his zeal for the gospel, and also such free- 
dom in the use of the English tongue as must 
be esteemed remarkable fora native of Bengal. 
A still higher interest connects with it us a 
specimen of the instrumentality through which, 
mainly, the evangelization of India, and of all 
other lands, is to be effected. 


Went out to the field, as usual, for 
morning meditation, where often I had 
engaged myself for an hour in things re- 
garding my own spiritual welfare. A 
jogi (i. e., ascetic) of venerable age and 
singular austerity, and of a serious and 
contemplative habit, made his appearance. 
Our interview was unexpected. The first 
question he put tome was—*“ Sir, who 
are you, and what occupation do you 
hold?” My answer was — “TI am a ser- 
vant of the Lord Jesus, and a preacher of 
His gospel of everlasting life.” 

Jogi —* Then you are a teacher of di- 
vine knowledge. + Pray tell me what is 
God, and how is He to be worshipped ?” 

* « God,” said I, “ is a Spirit, and is to be 
worshipped in spirit and in truth.” 

J.—* Has not God some form? Can- 
not we imagine some shape of God ?” 

“No. He has no form. He is without 
body, parts, or passions. He not only has 
no form, but can have no form whatever. 
And it would not only be useless, but 
grossly absurd, to imagine a form of Him 
who is a pure Spirit, quite distinct and 
separate from matter.” 

J.—* Why cannot God have any form ? 
Ithink He must have a form, otherwise 
it would be impossible for His worshippers 
to contemplate Him.” 

“Is God the Creator of all ?” 

J.—“Yes. He has made all things.” 

“Is there any distinction between the 
Creator and the creature ?” 

J.—* Of course, there must be every 
distinction—the one is eternal, and the 
other had its being in time.” 

“Is that eternal God infinite and omni- 
present?” 

J.—* He is; for there can be no place 
where the presence of God is not real- 
ized.” 
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“Well said. “Now, let me ask, —is it 
possible that God must have a form, 
who, you admit, is the Creator of all, is 
infinite and omnipresent? If He who is 
infinite and omnipresent must have a 
form, where would His creatures be ? 
Would He not, by inevitable necessity, 
fill all space with His sensible, and con- 
sequently material form of infinite magni- 
tude? Would not, then, His creatures, 
by unavoidable necessity too, be denied 
the least imaginable room or corner for 
their existence, which have now free and 
endless space allotted them? Does not 
the doctrine that God must have form, 
now appear palpably absurd? Is it not 
quite plain and consonant to sound rea- 
soning, that it is impossible for the eternal, 
infinite, and consequently omnipresent 
Creator of all things to have a form? 
Does it not follow as an irresistible se- 
quence that the God of nature, possessed 
of the aforesaid attributes, must neceéssa- 
rily be a Spirit ?” 

J.—*“ Your reasoning, I see, is very 
close and acute, and leaves no room for 
contradiction ; but, if it be admitted, what 
would the fate of the shasters be? And, 
besides, how is God then to be worship- 
ped?” . 

“ Sound reason cannot be contradicted, 
unless a person be devoid of reasoning 
itself, or be determined to abide by error. 
As to the fate of your shasters, be not of- 
fended when I tell you, that they shall be 
ultimately renounced by all men of rea- 
son, and of an enlightened and regulated 
conscience, as monstrously absurd stories, 
unworthy the estimation in which they are 
now held, and never binding on the con- - 
science of any moral agent whoever. As 
to the worship of God, I say there is no 
need whatever of conceiving an image in 
our mind; for it cannot possibly assist the 
worshipper in rightly performing the act 
of divine worship. It proves not only 
foolish, absurd, and useless, but sinful ; for 
such worship is rendered not to the Crea- 
tor, but to a creature either visible or in 
the brain. "The worship of God does not 
require any person to conceive an image, 
but to realize the solemn presence of an 
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infinitely holy Being — the supreme Ma- 
jesty of heaven and earth; to praise and 
magnify His great name; to extol His 
glorious attributes; to sing songs in honor 
of His name; to pour out the heart to 
Him; to confess all sins to Him; humbly 
to implore, in the appointed way, Lis par- 
don and mercy; to ask blessings from 
Him ; to live in the fear and love of God; 
steadfastly with an eye of faith to look to 
Him as all our desire and all our salva- 
tion; to walk in his statutes; to study His 
holy Word ; and long and pant for Him.” 

Hearing these things the old man was 
mightily pleased, and expressed his anx- 
jousness to spend some time in my compa- 
ny ; at which I invited him to come tomy 
house, and spent a good many hours in 
holding a profitable conversation with him. 
While, at my request, he was giving a 
short account of his life, he said, * For full 
twenty-one years I have been leading the 
life of a pilgrim, and have been visiting 
and revisiting all the sacred places through- 
out Hindostan ; but I never heard such in- 
structions, which are indeed profitable to 
everybody. In all the places reckoned ho- 
ly, the temple-keepers, and all about them, 
are eagerly bent to have money, and none 
speaks a single word to enlighten the 
ignorant, to comfort and console the dis- 
tressed. Covetousness and carnality are 
found to possess every soul. Sadhu, 
sadhu, (holy man, holy man,) is heard 
from every mouth, but all are greatly in- 
‘flamed by some or other bewildered pas- 
sions.” 

When this confession had been made, I 
availed myself of the opportunity to speak 
on the corruption of Hinduism, its human 
origin ; on the nature and necessity of sanc- 
tification ; on repentance, faith, and sal- 
vation; and on the three-fold offices of 
Christ. Although these things were quite 
strange to him, yet the man seriously lis- 
tened to me, and appreciated all I had 
said. By way of interrogation, he inquir- 
ed particularly into the doctrine of atone- 
ment and sanctification; and when he 
had heard about the vicarious sufferings, 
dying love, and agonizing death of ‘the 
Redeemer of mankind, his heart seemed 
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affected. Ile said, with many an emotion, 
“ This is love indeed, this is love indeed.” 
After this IT read to him two Psalms, and 
portions of St. John’s Gospel, and offered 
up a prayer to God. He was all along 
devoutly attentive, and said, after I) had 
done, * Is this the worship of God, so sim- 
Had I 
known this twenty-one years before this, 
I would not have spent so long a period 
in visiting firthosthans (sacred places), wn- 


ple, so natural, so reasonable ? 


dergoing unnumbered toils and hardships, 
and exposing my life to imminent dangers. 
Now I plainly see, Babu, you have known 
the truth, and have become a man of 
God.” At this T tried to convince him of 
his duty of considering seriously all that 
was said to him, of being a decided ser- 
vant of God, of forsaking all delusion and 
superstition, and of thankfully accepting 
the salvation which the Lord Jesus so 
fully offers in His gospel. The devotee 
acknowledged his duty, and said he would 
consider all he had heard. My last words 
to him were about the worth of the soul, 
the judgment of God, the bliss of heaven, 
and the woe of hell. Hearing me with 
patience, and promising to visit me again, 
he took leave of me and went away. 
May God reveal Himself to him, liberate 
him from all delusion, bring him to His 
marvellous light and liberty, and save his 
soul ! 


On another occasion Kali records the fol- 
lowing circumstance :— 


Went at 2 rp. M. to the village called 
Cooley, at the distance of three miles 
from my station, with a view to proclaim 
the gospel of Christ to the large concourse 
of people that had assembled there in or- 
der to celebrate the feast of Nity Choc- 
turnu. Walking this distance in the sun, 
I required to refresh myself for awhile, 
and therefore took shelter in the bunga- 
low of an indigo planter, where, happily, I 
not only found warm reception and en- 
tertainment, but also a good number of 
respectable men, not averse to receive the 
message of an ambassador of Jesus. To 
these I spoke for about an hour on some 
of the important subjects of the Christian 
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religion, and then went to the Mela and 
preached to a very large audience on di- 
vers subjects, suitable to the occasion. 
The principal themes [dwelt upon were 
the love of God, and the death of Christ. 
My text was, “ God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” [ was 
attentively heard by many, although some 
were among the number who would like 
to oppose anything that a preacher would 
advance. After this I distributed some 
tracts and gospel parts to such persons 
May 
Gol liberate them from the power of sin 
and delusion, and lead them to the way 
to Zion ! 


as were able and anxious to read. 


At a subsequent period Kali gives this nar- 
rative: — 


Panchghoria Mela, 

This day the Lord gave me another 
opportunity to publish the tidings 
of salvation to many deluded followers 
of the Kurta, belonging to the sect called 
Rumbuallabi, who annually meet at the 
place to celebrate a feast in honor of 
Aub Chund, the lord of the Kurtab- 
hojas. = This unlike other sects 
of the Hindas, is literally latitudinarian 
in its principles. 


sect, 


Tt recognises all relig- 
jonists in the world as followers of the 
truth of God, and seruples net to have 
fellowship with them. At the anniversa- 
ry celebration of the feast at Panchghoria, 
its head men appoint some persons to read 
the alkoran of Mohammed, another to 
read some shastras, a third to 
read and chant songs peculiar te the sect, 
and me they invite to read and expound 
the gospel of Christ Jesus. Every relig- 
ion is held in veneration, but preference 
is naturally given to their own. They 
seem to take especial delight in heariag a 
preacher of the gospel. T have been Dear- 
ing te them the message of my Saviour’s 
love for the last twelve years, and with 
what success is best known to Him who, 
while on earth, knew what was in man. 

After the people had all assembled, I 
went to them and received a very warm 
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welcome. All hearts were glad to see 
me, and many were anxiously expecting 
to hear my preaching. Engaging for a 
few minutes in some introductory conver- 
sation, I availed myself of an opportunity 
to read in their hearing the Word of 
God as contained in St. John’s Gospel, 
chap. ix. While I was particularly dwel- 
ling upon the text—* Whether he be a 
sinner or no, I know not; one thing I 
know, that whereas I was blind, now I 
see,” a young man with apparent seri- 
ousness, asked me, “Sir, what good is 
there in being a Christian?” “ There 
ix, my friend,” said I, “ all good desirable 
in being a sincere Christian, for such an 
one truly repents of, and forsakes all sin ; 
delights in truth; reckons it meat and 
drink to do the will of God; walks in 
His holy statutes; longs and pants for 
communion with God; rejoices in tribue 
lation; loves God supremely, and man as _ 
himself; looks to his Saviour continually ; 
delights in prayer and praise ; hates what 
(iod hates, and loves what pleases Him ; 
holds himself as a pilgrim in a strange 
land, and lives for the glory of God, and 
as an humble expectant of the promised 
bliss; with living faith in his Saviour, ob- 
serves the laws of charity in all his deal- 
ings with man; abstains from all appear- 
ance of evil; adorns the holy doctrine of 
his Saviour by his life and conversation ; 
enjoys the peace which the world cannet 
give ; and lives as the light before the be- 
nighted heathen; in short, he enjoys the 
faver of God, which is life, and His lov- 
ing-kindness, which is better than life; he 
becomes a new creature; old things are 
passed away, and all things become new 
in him. My friend, there cannot be de- 
sired greater good than what a Christian 
experiences here and hereafter. Here he 
experiences the mighty change deseribed, 
and hereafter he has God for his father, 
holy beings for his companions, eternity 
for his duration, heaven for his home, and 
the bliss thereof for his perpetual en- 
joyment. These, these, are the prero- 
gatives only of a true Christian ; they are 
never extended toa Kurtabhoja or any 
other Bhoja in the world. I have seen, 
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my friend, these twelve years passed over 
your heads, and over those of your breth- 
ren at Ghospara, but in none have I seen 
a single mark of a thorough change of 
heart. Ask your conscience, in the sight 
of God, whether you yet love sin, or ex- 
perience the change already described.” 
The man stood self-convicted, unable to 
speak a single word in defence of him- 
self and his fellow-Kurtabhojas. All my 
hearers seemed to feel the force of the 
appeal, and, after a while, readily acknowl- 
edged the superiority of the Christian re- 
ligion, in point of its manifold evidences 
of its divine origin. As the night was 
much advanced, I came to a close, giving 
them some exhortations about their being 
decided followers of the truth of God, 
which can set them free, and which they 
admit is contained in the Holy Bible. 
After this I offered up a prayer for them, 
_ and took leave and parted. May the 
Lord pour down His promised spirit upon 
these men, and effectually apply His truth, 
which has so often been preached to them, 
for the conversion and salvation of their 
souls ! 


Kali concludes with the following narra- 
tive. 


Ghospora Mela. 


This annual celebration of the grand 
festival of the Kurtabhojas at Ghospara, 
is known to many millions of Bengalis. 
On this occasion a vast concourse of 
people is found coming from distant and 
different parts of Bengal to the famous 
house of the Kurta. Blind faith or curi- 
osity, covetousness or carnality, is found 
to actuate the mob scen on the spot to 
resort hither at the time. For days 
together there was ceaseless noise of 
“hori bole, hori bole,” uttered by the 
crowd, rapidly marching to the Kurta’s 
house; so that one could scarcely have 
sound rest at night. As this expected 
oceasion arrived, whereon to blow the 
trumpet of gospel jubilee to the shackled 
slaves of Satan, I engaged myself particu- 
larly in imploring the God of all grace to 
enable me effectually to preach Christ 
and Him crucified. 
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Tenth Morning. — To assist me in 
preaching to so vast a crowd, brother 
Tara Charana, who was in this mission 
for nine years, came from Calcutta in 
company with two other native brethren. 
My heart was rejoiced to see these zeal- 
ous and earnest preachers of the gospel. 
We stood at the front of the school-house, 
and, within a short while, had a large au- 
dience of Kurtabhojas, to whom I read a 
chapter of John’s Gospel, expounded it 
with such remarks as might awaken them 
to a sense ot their disease and danger, 
preached on the doctrine of regeneration, 
told them who the Lord Jesus was, and 
declared, in brief, the whole history of re- 
demption. 

After me, Babu Tara Charana very 
ably and affectionately addressed the 
hearers to flee from the wrath to come, 
and to run to Christ, the City of Refuge, 
while it is day, for the night cometh when 
no man can work. He continued to 
preach directly as well as to answer the 
queries and objections put forth by num- 
bers, till the sun was about to reach the 
meridian. Many, we could perceive, were 
roused by our addresses; but how long 
the impression continued to exist and 
work is best known to Him whose prom- 
ise is that our labor of love shall not re- 
turn void. 

Evening.— Again there was a large au- 
dience, composed of Kurtabhojas, as well as 
other Hindus, to whom brother ‘Tara Cha- 
rana preached with great carnestness for 
a considerable time on some of the most 
important subjects of the Christian religion. 
The folly and cunning device of Kurta- 
bhojaism was sufliciently exposed by him ; 
he assigned sound reasons for acknowledg- 
ing the bible as the word of God, and 
set forth the just claims of Christianity 
upon the faith and conscience of man- 
kind, and their thankful and cordial ac- 
ceptance of it. 

I then stood up, and exhorted the peo- 
ple to accept the Saviour, whom the Fa- 
ther in mercy has sent for our salvation, 
and earnestly entreated to come and drink 
the water of everlasting life, without 
money and without price, which Jesus 
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freely offers to all. While I was coming 
to the close of my address, a follower of 
the Kurta interrupted me, saying, “ Babu, 
what you are speaking is all true; but, 
nevertheless, our Kurtas religion is not 
less true; for, see, miracles are now daily 
wrought, and the desires of many suppli- 
cants are fulfilled.” Brother Tara Char- 
ana exposed the pretended miracles of 
the Kurta, and thus caused the man to 
hold his peace before the whole multi- 
tude. He then spoke at length on the 
criteria of true miracles, and proved by 
their test the genuineness of those record- 
edin the bible. Some more objections 
were brought and soon refuted. We were 
thus engaged till it was eight Pp. m., when 
we returned home, and prayed to God to 
bless our labors, for His own glory and the 
salvation of souls, 

Eleventh Morning. — Commenced the 
duty of this morning by reading St. John, 
iv. Spoke for some time on the conver- 
sion of the wretched Samaritan woman, 
and the effects it produced in her. While 
IT was addressing the audience, saying, 
“ Behold how the woman who, all her life 
through, was a child of the devil, a slave 
to all lusts—one who found all her delight 
in the lap of sensuality, acted differently 
from her former pursuit, and felt a deep 
concern for the good of others, when her 
heart was touched by the Spirit of God, 
and her poor soul was enlightened by the 
revelation of the Divine Teacher Him- 
self. Unable to suppress her feelings — 
exulting, as it were, with joy unspeakable, 
and eager to communicate the light that 
dispelled all gloom from her sombre heart, 
how she ran to her countrymen to speak 
of the gracious Messiah! But your Kur- 
tabhojas, unlike the children of God, seal 
your lips when you are initiated into the 
mysteries of your faith. Your religion is 
a religion of secrets. You hate revela- 
tion; you shun investigation; you give 
not the least scope to free and rational 
inquiry; you first make proselytes of the 
simple-minded women, and the most igno- 
rant and unwary men, and then gradually 
communicate to them your secrets. I 
_ know the reason of such procedure. You 
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are either conscious of your error and 
imposture, and, therefore, scrupulously 
shun fair inquiry, lest your moral roguery 
be detected, and your trade be endanger- 
ed; or you know not what youdo. Bred 
up in the lap of vice and ignorance, and 
guided by imposing and designing men, 
you implicitly follow mandates of your 
Kurta, which are so wisely calculated to 
serve his foul ends:”—a leader of the 
party, called Mohashaya, boldly said to 
me, “Babu, I have read somewhere in 
your bible that one ought not to throw 
pearls before swine.” I replied, “It is 
true; but on that score you cannot justify 
your unfair and irrational procedure. You 
should know the meaning of the passage 
alluded to. There, by the expression 
swine our Lord means such persons as 
are maliciously inclined to oppose Him 
and His glorious cause—as are determin- 
ed, with Satanie resolution, not only to 
spurn at the Word of Life, but to mal- 
treat and torture the philanthropic mes- 
sengers of it. Nowhere does the Lord 
forbid us to communicate His holy relig- 
ion; on the contrary, He enjoins us, say- 
ing, ‘Go ye therefore, and teach all na- 
tions.” He elsewhere tells us, ‘What I 
tell you in darkness, that speak ye in the 
light ; and what ye hear in the ear, that 
preach ye upon the housetops.’ We have 
nothing secret in our religion, and our 
bible is not only openly preached through- 
out the world, but has been translated in 
almost all languages spoken by man. It, 
being the only revealed truth of God, 
courts fair inquiry, and lays open its 
claims before all. Truth never shrinks 
from investigation. Like the sun in the 
heavens, it darts its rays in all directions ; 
and the man not blinded by passion, pre- 
judice, and interest, perceives its general 
light, and thanks God, who bestowed 
it.” At this all seemed to feel the force 
of my reasoning, and my opponent was 
obliged to keep quiet: having nothing to 
advance in return, he took leave of us, and 
went his way. After me, Tara Charana 
very feelingly preached from the text, 
“Come unto me, all ye that labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 
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Noon.—A number of old and young 
women of respectable classes came to Mrs. 
Ghose, who very warmly received them, 
and passed a considerable time in con- 
versing with them on the subject of reli- 
gion, chiefly on the imposture of Kurta- 
bhojaism and the truth of Christianity, the 
love of Christ for sinners, and his death 
for their salvation. ‘The women quietly 
heard her, with natural simplicity admit- 
ted all that had been said, but did not 
shew forth any love for the truth of God. 
Natural depravity, aided by want of 
proper education and right moral training, 
seldom fails to render the mind of man or 
woman too dull to discern the true reli- 
gion, and never fails to render the human 
heart dead to God and holiness. May 
God mercifully apply to the hearts of these 
daughters of fallen Eve what has been told 
them from His holy Word ! 

Evening.—We were greatly disturbed 
by the cavils of some wieked men; how- 
ever, we failed not to preach Christ: and 
Him crucified toa large number of Kurta- 


bhojas and other Hindus, 


RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE OF TYAN 
AMBOO, 


Narrated by himself on his reception into 
a mission church at Bombay in connection 
with the Church of Scotland, 


I was born at Calicut, brought up and 


educated at Tetticherry. In my younger 


days I was instructed in the knowledge of 


the shastras, and I took much delight in 
reading or hearing the mighty and won- 
derful exploits of the gods, and took a 
pleasure in their idolatrous worship. After 
finishing my vernacular studies, I was ad- 
mitted into a missionary school ; and here 
it was that the first seeds of Christian 
truths were imperceptibly sown in my 
mind ;—but I was too much attached to 
the religion of my ancestors; blinded by 
prejudice, I could not perceive the ex- 
cellencies of the gospel. In 1842 I came 
down to Bombay, and joined myself to the 
Hindus of this place, and zealously prac- 
tised the superstitions, and absurd rites 
and ceremonies, prescribed by Hinduism. 
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I continued in this state of sin and wick- 
edness, of total indifference about my soul, 
till became a subscriber to the 
Whilst reading this bi-monthly pe- 
riodical in my quict hours, some light: be- 


daya. 


yan to dawn on my darkened understand- 
ing; and T began to see the folly and sin 
of wérshipping an innumerable multitude 
of gods and goddesses, brute beasts, and 
of the 
filthy songs and dances, and superstitions 
worship of dumb idols — of repeating some 


creeping things, and even demons 


unmeaning words, and the empty names 
of Rama Narayen—of bathing in the so- 
called holy waters of the sea and rivers, 
which ean only wash the filth of the body, 
but can never purify a sin-polluted soul— 
of pilgrimages, fasts, almsyiving, and a 
thousand other expedients mentioned in 
Hindu sacred books, for the removal of 
moral guilt. When Leonsidered the char- 
acter of the multitudes of those imaginary 
divinities, T found the blackest of crimes 
and sins attributed to them, exactly har 
monizing with the character of the gods 
of the ancient heathens, deseribed by 
Pope-— 
“Gods partial, changeful, passionate, unjust, 
Whose attributes were rage, revenge, and 
lust.” 
And how lunentably awful have the man- 
ifestations of the influence of such char- 
acters been of late, on those who look 
upon such gods as standards of perfection ; 
since it is natural that the worshippers 
should become assimilated with the char- 
acter of the objects worshipped. What has 
led to recent scenes of unparallelled eru- 
elty, rapine, and bloodshed, but the per- 
nicious eflect of the religion they—tho 
perpetrators of such acts—profess ? From 
this time | could not banish the thought 
of religion from my mind ; [did net know 
to whom to go, in order to satisfy myself 
about the true religion, At last [ formed 
acquaintance with some of the missiona- 
ries, and in this way it was that God, in 
His great mercy, shewed me the only way 
to pardon and peace. In my intercourse 
with these missionaries, | was greatly as- 


sisted by counsel and books ; [ now began 


to feel my spiritual depravity; all my © 
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past sins and wickedness began to tor- 
ment me; and [found myself lying under 
a dreadful load of sins, that [had sinned 
against God—against His righteous laws, 
IT became very restless, and knew not 
where to flee from the wrath te 
I felt internally that Jesus Christ is the 
But whilst 
IT was prosecuting my inquiry regarding 
the Christian religion, the famous Brah- 


only sure refuge for sinners. 


machari Bawn made his appearance in 
this city. T attended some of his mectings ; 
but whilst Eadmired his eloquence, Eeould 
not get any satisfactory answer to that 
most important of all questions, Llow shall 
aman be just with God? His teaching 
sometimes proved that nothing was God, 
at other times that everything was God ; 
atone time that there was sin, at others 
there was not; the greatest means of sal- 
vation proposed in Vedantism is an act of 
the intelleet: only— contemplation of the 
supreme Brahma—and nothing moral; no 
duties to God, to our neighbors or our- 
selves, to be performed. short, his 
teachings regarding idol worship, caste, 
transmigration, absorption, or annihila- 
tion, and all others, were found to resolve 
into another of his doctrines, that of Maya 
(delusion) 


even a soul-destroying delu- 
Thus was more convirtved of the 
utter falsehood of Hinduism. [now ap- 
plied myself more diligently to the study 
of the Sacred Scriptures, especially the 
New Testament. There I read of the 
infinite love of God to sinners, in sending 
lis Son to save them; how the eternal 
Son of God left the glories of heaven, took 
upon Him our nature, that He might be a 
merciful High Priest; how He for our sakes 
lowered Himself and took upon Tim the 
form of a servant, came and dwelt among 
us, and made known to man the only way 
of salvation ; how Ile went about continu- 
ally doing good,—lived holy, harmless, 
undefiled, separate from sinners, and at 
last died in our stead, in this way satisty- 
ing divine justice, and making an infinite 
atonement for sin; rising again on the 
third day, triumphing over death and the 
grave; and at last ascending to the right 
hand of God the Father, to make inter- 
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cession for His people. Te has promised 
His Holy Spirit to all who sincerely be- 
lieve on His name, to be their Teacher, 
Leader, Sanctifier, and Comforter. Lalso 
read other books treating on the evidences 
of Christianity; and Twas fully satisfied 
about the divine origin of Christianity, 
its necessity, sufliciency, and its complete 
wlaptation to our nature. "To all whieh 
there is nothing similar in’ Hinduism ; 
which is a religion without any kind of 
For a 
long time To was sensible of the danger 


evidence, but simply blind assent. 


of remaining ina fuse religion, of halt- 
ing between two opinions, and that if I 
did) not confess the Lord Jesus Christ as 
my only and all-suflicient Saviour, should 
ruin my precious soul. felt more and 
more the claims of Christianity ; my con- 
science daily warned me of the great dan- 
ver and sinfulness of procrastination. ‘The 
Word of God repeatedly sounded its time- 
ly admonition, * Behold, now is the aec- 
cepted time, behold, now is the day of sal- 
«Today, if ye will hear his 
voice, harden not your heart.” But the 
fear of man, and love of worldly comforts, 


vation; 


made me to delay for many days, till at 
last, humbly relying onthe Lord for every 
necessary grace and strength, | determined 
no longer to disregard the voice of con- 
seienee, and the commands of my gracious 
Redeemer, to confess Tim before men, 
and to take up my eross and follow Him, 
I now, in humble obedience to the com- 
mand of my gracious Redeemer, desire 
reverently to receive the holy ordinance 
of baptism ; blessing His holy name in not 
leaving me to myself, to perish in my sins 
and ignorance; but that, in His great 
merey, He has called me to His marvel- 
I renounce all confidence in 
my own works and ways, and cast myself 


lous light. 


wholly on Him who loved me and gave 
Himself for me. T earnestly pray that 
whilst [am baptized with water, Ile would 
graciously be pleased to baptize me with 
Ilis Spirit, to cwlighten me more and more 
in the knowledge of my Saviour, to in- 
crease my faith, hope, and love, to sub- 
due the power of sin in my soul, to enable 
me to walk worthy of the vocation where- 
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with I am called, to keep me steadfast, 


that He would enable me to do all things - 


to His glory, all the days of my earthly 
pilgrimage, that He would comfort and 
support me in the hour of death, and that 
at last He would take me to dwell with 
Him, and sing His praises to all eternity. 
Amen. 


EVENTS AT FUTTEHGURH. 


In the Magazine for January, p. 23, in an 
article on the Presbyterian Board of Foreign 
Missions, some account was given of the losses 
suffered by the Society in consequence of the 
mutiny in India. The following letter from 
Futtehgurh, by Mr. Fullerton, copied from the 
“ Foreign Missionary,” delineates in a graphic 
manner the scenes witnessed at that station 
directly after Mr. Freeman and the other mis- 
sionaries had been taken away to Cawnpore, 
where they met their death. 


On reaching Futtehgurh, I made my 
way at once to Rukha, expecting to find 
it unoccupied save by our native Chris- 
tians; but what was my astonishment to 
find it the head quarters of the command- 
er-in-chief!| Ten thousand British sol- 
diers, and almost as many camp follow- 
ers, are encamped in and about the pre- 
mises. Their canvas houses stretch far 
away to the south and west, covering all 
the land belonging to the mission, and fill- 
ing the large mango groves beyond our 
little burial ground. Every place swarms 
with oxen, buffaloes, horses, camels, and 
elephants ; while artillery wagons, bag- 
gage wagons, and private conveyances in 
vast numbers are found wherever there is 
room for them to stand. 

My first business was to look for our 
native Christians ; but a glance at the state 
of the mission premises said to me louder 
than words could speak, “ They can’t be 
here.” 

There is not a roof, a door, or a win- 
dow, or even a piece of wood as large as 
a walking stick in the place. The bunga- 
lows occupied by the missionaries, the old 
church, the orphanage, the tent manufae- 
tory and the Christian village, have been 
involved in one common ruin. Some of 


the walls of these buildings have fallen 
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down, filling the rooms with heaps of rub- 
bish; others are leaning and ready to fall ; 
and still others are so cracked and broken, 
that they will probably have to come down 
before they can be repaired. The walls 
and steeple of the new church are still 
standing; but its roof has been destroyed, 
and its timbers and everything movable 
taken away. 

The first place I entered was the bun- 
galow recently occupied by the Freemans. 
Here the Walshes and the Seelys wel- 
comed us to their field of labor seven 
years ago, and here two years ago we met 
nearly all the brethren of our mission. 
Every room had its associations, and the 
contrast between the past and the pres- 
ent filled my soul with sadness. I passed 
on into the orphanage, at the back part of 
the house. Here we had often seen Mrs. 
Walsh at her labors; and here the Master 
said to dear Mrs. Freeman, 


“ Servant of God, well done! 
Rest from thy blest employ.” 


The place was filled with oxen. I looked 
at it but for a moment, and then turned 
away. I next directed my steps to the 
bungalow in which the MeMullins lived 
at the time of the outbreak. Here we had 
lived threg months, awaiting our baggage, 
on our first arrival in the country. Here 
the Campbells lived after us; and here I 
saw them surrounded by their three beau- 
tiful children two years ago. The walls 
of their drawing room sheltered now an 
elephant from the cold west wind, and 
other parts of the building were occupied 
as a stable for oxen. I went to the little 
church in which our first annual meeting 
was held, during my last visit to the sta- 
tion ; and where, only two short years ago, 
I spent one of the most delightful com- 
munion Sabbaths it has ever been my 
lot to enjoy. But where are my fellow 
communicants, who sat down with me 
then at the table of our Lord? The 
Freemans, the Campbells and the John- 
sons? Our other missionary brethren ? 
The young convert who that day renounc- 
ed the religion of the false prophet, and 
who with tears of penitence cast in his 
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lot with the people of God? Poor Babar 
Khan! who wept for joy over a brother 
who “ was lost and is found”? and poor 
Dhokal? The large number of native 
brethren who partook with us of the feast 
which was spread before us ? 


“ All are scattered now and fled, 
Some are living aud some are dead, 
And when, Task with throbs of pain, 
When shall these all meet again? ” 


The roofless buildings, and the black- 
ened walls around me, reply, ‘ Never, un- 
til we eat bread in our Father's house 
above.’ 

As I could not find the living, IT paid a 
visit to the home of the dead. A short 
walk brought me to our little mission 
grave-yard. Here lie the remains of dear 
Mrs. Seely, whom all loved who knew 
her. As I approached her grave, the rec- 
ollections of the past were so vivid, that I 
felt that she must rise and meet me, with 
one of the smiles of welcome with which 
she was ever wont to meet her friends; 
and although the feeling was not realized, 
I could not help saying to myself, * She is 
not dead, but sleepeth.”  Ilere, too, the 
hand of the destroyer has been busy ; her 
grave remains untouched, but the tomb 
over it has been broken to pieces and car- 
ried away. 

When IT remembered that it was for 
these rebels that she gave up the endear- 
ments of home, and severed the ties that 
bound her to the country that gave her 
birth, to live, to labor, and to die in a 
strange land, a feeling of resentment 
against them for their ingratitude momen- 
tarily took possession of my breast; but 
the prayer of Him, who came to his own 
and they received him not, but on the 
contrary platted a crown of thorns and 
placed it upon his head, scourged him, 
and led him away to be crucified, came 
to my recollection; and I knew if her 
body could burst from the cerements of 
the tomb, her meek and gentle spirit 
would lead her to say, “ Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do.” 
The gate of the grave yard has been car- 


ried away, and most of the tombs de- 
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stroyed, and the «place, like every other 
about the premises, filled with oxen. I 
returned at dark to the place where I had 
left my horse, not knowing where I was 
to pass the night. A pious captain, by 
the name of ,a grandson of Mrs. 
, the friend of Cowper, heard that 
there was a missionary in gamp, and sent 
for me. I dined with him, and spent the 
evening with him. At a late hour, hav- 
ing procured a charpoy from the good 
captain’s Christian clerk, 1 wrapped my 
resai, or quilt, about me, and laid me 
down, thinking of the 137th Psalm. “ By 
the rivers of Babylon there we sat down ; 
yea, we wept when we remembered Zion.” 
Alas! how changed and sad our mission 
is now. But how impotent is the rage of 
our enemies; they may triumph for asea- 
son, burn our churches, kill our missiona- 
ries, and scatter our people ; but they can- 
not prevail against the cause of Christ. 
We are weak, but our Master is strong ; 
this is a thought with which the Psalm- 
ist was wont to comfort himself under 
trouble. 

“ My days are like a shadow that de- 
clineth; and I am withered like grass. 
But thou, O Lord, shalt endure for ever, 
and thy remembrance unto all genera- 
tions. Thou shalt arise, and have merey 
upon Zion; for the time to favor her, yea, 
the set time, is come. For thy servants 
take pleasure in her stones, and favor the 
dust thereof. So the heathen shall fear 
the name of the Lord and all the kings of 
the earth thy glory.” 


RELIGIONS AND SUPERSTITIONS OF 
CHINA. 


Number and Expense of Chinese Temples. 

With respect to the real number of the 
temples in the empire, there are no data 
for forming an accurate estimate. Though 
the numbers of the different kinds of tem- 
ples are given in the several histories of 
the different provinces, departments, and 
districts respectively, these estimates fall 
very far short of the real number of tem- 
ples which are known to exist; as these 
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histories present only the more noted ones, 
and many have been built since they were 
compiled. An approximation to the real 
number may be made by taking the tem- 
ples of any one place as a standard of 
comparison. The temples within the 
walls of Ningpo, which belong to the class 
treated of in this letter, number more than 
eighty. ‘Those in the eastern part of the 
district are known to exceed one hundred. 
Reckoning the northern, southern, and 
western temples at only one hundred 
more, we have about three hundred tem- 
ples for the whole district, which is re- 
garded by intelligent natives as a low 
estimate. If we assign the same number 
to each of the six districts of this depart- 
ment, we have for the whole department 
eighteen hundred. By the same rule of 
computation, the eleven departments of 
this province would contain nineteen thou- 
sand eight hundred, and the empire, reck- 
oning only fifteen out of eighteen provin- 
ces, would contain in round numbers, 
three hundred thousand. The whole 
number of idols in these temples, reckon- 
ing ten to each, would be three millions. 
The number of different and distinct idols, 
reckoning one to ten temples, would be 
about thirty thousand. 

This estimate only includes the miau, 
or temples disconnected from Buddhism 
and Tauism, and containing the popular 
gods of the nation. The sz-yuen and tau- 
kwan templés of Buddhism and Tauism, 
respectively, together are about as numer- 
ous as the miau, though the idols they 
contain, being for the most part the same, 
are comparatively few. The ts’z-t’ang, or 
ancestral temples, are much more numer- 
ous than the miau. Accordingly, three 
times the number of the miau, which are 
the temples treated of in this letter, will 
probably not be far from giving the whole 
number of different temples in China, 
which may be regarded, in round num- 
bers, one million. These temples cost 
from five hundred to one hundred thou- 
sand dollars each. Regarding the average 
as one thousand, we have ten hundred 
millions of dollars as the approximate val- 
ue of idol temples in China. 
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The Dragon and other Objects of Chinese 
Worship. 

Some of the objects of worship in 
China are of such a character, that they 
cannot properly be included in any par- 
ticular class of idols, while their promi- 
nence renders them worthy of special 
notice. 

The dragon is the chief of the gods 
of the water, and is supposed to preside 
over rain, storms, and lightning. Pecu- 
liar phenomena of clouds, and celestial 
appearances, are ascribed to his 
presence and agency, This god is not 
regarded by the people as a fabulous 
animal, but as a real existence, which 
many profess to have frequently seen. 
Notwithstanding the vague ideas respect- 
ing his form and character, paintings and 
representations of the dragon are often 
seen, presenting the same uniform ap- 
The obtaining a correct like- 


also 


pearance. 
ness of the dragon is, in the history of the 
gods, accounted for as follows. A king of 
the Tsin dynasty, wishing to build a 
bridge over the surface of the sea, in 
order to enjoy the recreation and fresh 
air which excursions on such a bridge 
would afford; the dragon, out of respect 
for the king, and because the work was 
to be performed within his own domin- 
ions, offered to take the superintendence 
of it. While engaged in this work, the 
king requested him to display his original 
form or appearance. ‘This the dragon 
consented to do, on condition that the 
king would not cause his portrait to be 
taken. ‘This condition being complied 
with, the dragon appeared in his peculiar 
shape and form, and the king, contrary 
to his promise, had his portrait taken by 
a skilful artist. The dragon, resenting 
the insult, immediately withdrew himself, 
and the king, to atone for his fault, 
erected to him a temple. 

Besides the Hae-lung-hwang, or sea- 
dragon king, there are supposed to be 
inferior dragons almost innumerable. Ac- 
cording to the general theory of corres- 
pondence, not only between the celestial 
and terrestrial, but between the terres- 
trial and inferior worlds, it is supposed 
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that the relative stations and degrees of 
dignity of the smaller dragons are deter- 
mined by a series of competitory exam- 
inations, similar to those engaged in by 
the scholars of the empire. The great 
examination, which coincides in time with 
the corresponding literary examination of 
the people, occurs once in three years, 
and is held at the crystal palace of the 
great dragon, supposed to be situated in 
some remote region of the sea. The com- 
petitors at this examination consist of fish, 
crabs, turtles, lobsters, snakes, and all 
kinds of water reptiles, which have at- 
tained to the first degree of dragons, by 
successful examinations in’ the several 
localities with which they have been con- 
nected. When the time arrives for the 
examination for the second degree, ac- 
cording to a general command of the 
great dragon, the water in the small 
streams and canals is elevated, in order 
to facilitate the egress of the aspirants to 
dragonship to the sea. The fact that the 


water of streams and canals sometimes 


rises very perceptibly in seasons of drought, 
a phenomenon not yet satisfactorily ac- 
counted for by scientific men, gives a 
coloring of truth to this theory, and is 
often referred to in proof of it. 

It is also believed that there is a cer- 
tain animal living in subterranean caverns 
of the hills, which is assisted in its jour- 
ney to the sea by a spontancous flood of 
water passing from the place of its con- 
cealment to the nearest stream, and often 
carrying away and destroying houses and 
crops in its progress. It is very common 
to hear of such floods having occurred 
in different places, and it would be almost 
useless to attempt to convince any class 
of the people that they are not attributa- 
ble to this cause. This superstition is 
not local, but general; and it is sufli- 
ciently evident that it is not confined to 
the ignorant and vulgar, from the fact 
that proclamations are sometimes issued 
by the officers in different places, calling 
upon the people to hunt and destroy 
these animals, in order to avoid the in- 
jury to life and property which they 
occasion. 
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The competitors having reached the 
palace of the dragon king, the examina- 
tions consist in attempts to leap over a 
high wall, or dragon-gate, as it is called. 
Success in this attempt secures promotion 
to the second degree of dragons; while 
failures in sealing the wall, generally re- 
sult in concussion against it, and conse- 
quent death. Crabs, turtles, &c., not 
being remarkable for their powers of 
leaping, are supposed to secure the ser- 
vices of an active kind of fish, and to 
seale the wall by clinging to his tail. 
This superstition not inaptly represents 
the manner in which many scholars attain 
degrees, by depending upon the assist- 
ance of others. 

Inferior dragons having, like the dragon 
king, no material forms, are supposed to 
exist in great numbers in the deeper 
places of rivers, ponds, and streams. 
Many places in the vicinity of Ningpo 
are specified as the dwelling-places of 
dragons. In times of drought the people 
resort to these places to pray for rain, and 
sometimes the civil oflicers go in person. 
Any reptile which may be found on the 
borders of the dragon pool, whether it be 
a frog, or worm, or snake, is regarded as 
the assumed body of the dragon, and is 
carried with great pomp and reverence 
to the office of the civil magistrate, who 
is required to worship it, and pray for 
rain. 

In times of drought, persons not unfre- 
quently sacrifice their lives by drowning 
themselves in a dragon-pool, in order, by 
their earnestness, to compel the dragon to 


send rain; and with a view to being 


deified on account of their merit. 

Temples are erected for the worship of 
the dragon throughout the empire, and, 
strange to say, he is in these temples rep- 
resented in the form of a man. 


Tu-ti Pu-sah Worship. 


Another kind of worship, distinct and 
peculiar, and at the same time very 
prominent, and invested with great im- 
portance in the eyes of the people, is that 
of the Tu-ti Pu-sah. To a passing tray- 
eller no object of idolatrous worship 
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would be more observable than the idols 
of this class, as they are everywhere 
seen by the road-side. They are the 
most inferior of the gods of China, and, 
on that account, the worship of them is 
regarded as most important and indispen- 
sable, for the same reason that a citizen 
has more to do practically with the petty 
officers of his village, than with his sover- 
eign. The size of the images corresponds 
to the inferiority of the god. They are 
generally made of stone, and are found 
in unfrequented as well as populous 
places. They are seen in little shrines, 
a few feet high, in the open country, or in 
resting-houses or pavilions by the road 
side. In the lists of the gods, they cor- 
respond to the country constables, who 
have the charge of small neighborhoods. 
Not only different neighborhoods, but 
hills and bridges have their Tu-ti Pu-sah. 
Like other gods, those of this class are 
also supposed to be good men of former 
times; but they are so numerous and in- 
significant, that they are not designated 
by particular names, but orily by the 
general name Tu-ti, coupled with the 
names of the places over which they 
preside. 

But the insignificant image of the Su-li 
fails to satisfy the people in paying their 
homage to the earth, and they also wor- 
ship the divinity of the earth without an 
image. Respecting this worship the Chi- 
nese have very confused and conflicting 
views. They speak of this divinity as a 
divine emanation from earth; or an all- 
pervading life giving influence, connected 
with, and everywhere existing in earthly 
matter. They have the greatest dread of 
offending this deity, and hardly dare to 
move a clod of earth, for fear of incur- 
ring his displeasure. Accordingly, when 
earth is to be removed for any purpose, 
a ceremony is performed called kao-tu, 
or informing the earth. This ceremony 
consists in offering idolatrous worship, and 
sacrifices of food, in the usual manner, 
with the design of acquainting the divini- 
ty with the intention of the offerer, and of 
securing his favor and assistance. ‘These 
ceremonies are always performed prepar- 
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atory to laying the foundation of a house 
or a wall, or constructing kitchen ranges, 
tombs, &c. It is currently reported and 
believed, that if any of these works are 
undertaken by an individual neglecting 
these ceremonies, he will be punished by 
violent pains, if not protracted disease or 


death. 
Worship of Heaven and Earth. 


There is still another higher form of the 
worship of the earth, in which the worship 
of heaven and of earth are coupled to- 
gether. This form of idolatry constitutes 
a part of the ceremonies connected with 
the new year, and is engaged in, to a 
greater or less extent, by a comparatively 
small class of persons, on ordinary occa- 
sions during the year. Sometimes this 
kind of worship is engaged in daily, the 
worshipper simply appearing in the open 
door of his dwelling, with a few incense 
sticks, and bowing profoundly. 

As this kind of religious homage has, in 
the eyes of the people, a much more elevat- 
ed and spiritual character than the worship 
of idols, nothing is more common than for 
them, when exhorted to renounce idola- 
try, and worship the one God of the uni- 
verse, to understand these exhortations as 
designed to inculeate the exclusive wor- 
ship of heaven and earth, as known and 
practised by them. There seems to be 
something in this worship, which, in con- 
tradistinction to the worship of idols, com- 
mends itself to the judgment and feelings 
of the people. It is, however, a very dif- 
ficult task to lead their minds from the 
cognizance of the things which are made, 
to an intelligent apprehension of the eter- 
nal power and godhead of the Maker. 
Such surprising inaptness to perceive the 
connection between nature and nature's 
God, is only explained by the fact, that “as 
they did not like to retain God in their 
knowledge, God gave them up to a repro- 
bate mind,” to be led astray by the god 
of this world ; “ who has blinded the minds 
of those that believe not, lest the light of 
the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the 
image of God, should shine upon them.” 
—J. L. Nevius, in Home and For. Record 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
{ | 
| | 
| 
} 

| 


1858.] Donations. 


LETTERS, &c., FROM MISSIONARIES.* friends 1.50; per Rev. H. Ton- 


kin, agent, 
Burmah. 


Feb. 12. —C. Ben- Massachusetts. 

Dec . Feb. 138. 

Boston, Tremont ch., Joseph 
Tavoy.—E. B. Cross, Jan. 11, 12, 27 (2). Lawrence 
Buwavorunn.—G. P. Watnore, Dee. in. Sherwin tr., 41.88; Lawrence, 


t ch., Sub. Sch., Mrs. Dea. 
TouNnGoo.—F. Mason, Dee. 1, 21, Jan. 25, 28, berkes's Bible a. for a sup. 


of a nat. Karen preacher, 22; 
Ranxaoon — J. Dawson, Jan. 4, Feb. | Newtonville, ch. 


4 Srevens, Feb. 16.—Mrs, 8. H. KNAPP, Feb. 18.40; Northampton, ch. 4; 
Lynn, Ist ch., of wh. 150 is 
Hentuapa.—B. C. Tuomas, Feb. 12. 
Bassein.—J. L. Douaiass, (Penang,) Jan. 8. 


Wenham, ch. 17.25; Waltham 
Assam. we Cc. P. 22; , 

A. Hf. Danronrtn, Dec. 4, Jan. ‘eb. 9.—S. yorcester, Pleasant st. ch , mon. 
M. Wuiltina, Feb. 20. aa 4, ” 15, Feb. 9 8 con. 24.05; Fall River, Ist ch. 
70; per Rey. J. Aldrich, agent, 
Teloogoos, 


Mission, Dec. 9.— L. Jewert, Jan. 20, Feb. 
25: Mrs. J, Feb. 24.—F. A. DouGiass, Jan. 20, Rhode Island. 
Feb. 23, Maich 4; Mrs. D., Feb. 23. State Convention. R. B. Cha 


man tr., Providence, Ist’ ch. 
Siam. of wh. 22.76 is mon. con. and 
W. Asumore, Jan. 12, Feb. 26.1—S. J. 4 an. sub., per D. Daniels, col- 
Jan. 1, 19.—RK. Jan. 20. lector, 26.76; Pawtucket, Ist 
ch., James Olney tr., 26.50; 
China. 


J. W. Jouxson, Dec. 30, Jan. 27, Feb. 12, 26.— Connecticut. 


E. C. Lorp, Jan. 29. 
rai Southington, ch., per Rev. J. Al- 
Germany. drich, agent, 
J. G. ONcKEN, Mareh 15, and journals. New York. 


France. New York city, Mission Sab. Sch. 

A. Dez, Feb. 16, March 22, April 22. 

: of a nat. preacher under care 

Ojibwas. of Dr. Mason, Toungoo. 

‘ah mah, 20; Kidridge, ch. 4059; 

d. D. Camunon, Feb. 21. Jordan, ch. 20; Delavan, Kev. 

1; Westtield, Rev. 

Delawares. and Mrs. E. Mills 1 ea., 2; 

G. Prarr, March 12, April 7, May 3.—E. sup. 
VILLARD, March 4. J. M. tlaswell, 29; New Wood- 

stock, Samuel Hubbard 1; 

Cherokees. Clayton, ch. 3.33; Utica, Weleh 

ch. 20; Hornellsville, ch. 8; 

W. P. Urnam, Feb. 12. West Nanticoke, ch. 9.40; 

Saratoga Asso., Balston Spa, ch. 
12; Greentield, Ist ch. 15.12 ; 

Oscar Granger 25; Saratoga 
Springs, ch. 49.35; per Rev. O. 
Dodge, agent, 

Hudson River South Asso., Wil- 

DONATIONS. liamsburg.2d ch.16; W.H.Lush 

3; Cannon st. Sab. Sch 10; 

Laight st. ch 25.18; Mrs. Bow- 

len 2; John Morton 2; Henry 

Volk, with other donuas. to 

Maine. cous. his daughter, Miss E. 

ig Volk, L. M., 50; per 

. ch. tev. O. D agent 
it. y Hudson River North Asso., Scho- 
ch. 10; per. Rev O. D., agent, 

New Hampshire. New York Asso., 16th st. ch., bal. 

Richmond, ch, “a few who love ray 1; per 

he Master’ Pv. age’ 

18 63; C. Averill 1: Frank! in Asso. Gilbertsville, ch., 
New Ipswich, Rey. Mr Dibell York 
John Sanderson 2; Ryan 1; with cons. 
Anna B. Norris 1; Petertoro’, Re eL. per 
ch. 165; Rumney, ch. 1045; = 
Viaintieid, ch. 7; New Loudon, »ch., per 

Wayne Asso., Da myra, ch. 24; 
* Letters per St. Ava, by way of Calcutta and Arcadia, ch. 24.50; per Rev. H. 

Madras, have not come to . A. S., agent, 

+ From Hongkong. 
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New Jersey. 


Newark, 5th ch., Abraham Run- 
yon jr. tr., of wh. 5 is fr. Mrs. 
Caroline Gould, 

West N. J. Asso., Cohansey, Ist 
ch. 9.60; Canton, ch. 14.51; per 
Rey. 8S. Osgood, agent, 

Central N. J. Asso, West Wind- 
sor, ch., per Rey. 8S. M. O., 
agent, 


Pennsylvania. 


Danville, Welsh ch.. of wh. 2 is fr. 
the pastor, Rev. David Evans, 
10; Eaton, Thomas Mitchell 2; 

Abington Asso., Damascus, Ist 
ch., per Rev. S. M. Osgood, 
agent, 

Bradford Asso., Smithfield, ch., 
A. W. Harris 50 cts.; B. P. 
Scott 50 cts.; per Rey. 8. M.O., 
agent, 

Philadelphia Asso., Bethesda ch., 
per Rey. 8. M. O., agent, 


Ohio. 


Welsh Hills, ch. 16; Jefferson, Ist 
ch., Harrison Loomis tr., 10; 
Pomeroy and Mason city, 
Welsh ch. 21; Washington, ch., 
of which 4 is fr. 8. F. Yeoman 
and 5 fr. Mrs. B. L. Ogle, 9; 

Cincinnati, Ninth st. ch., in part, 
471.50; Sand Fork, ch. 5; 
Brooktield, ch. 5; Rev. A. Ste- 
vens 1; Chesterville, ch.7; Ches- 
ter, ch. 3; Dea. J. Shaw 24 cts. ; 
Syms Creek, ch. 3; per Rey. HL. 
Davis, agent, 


Indiana. 


South Bend. ch., of wh. 17.45 is 
fr. Sab. Sch., 

Indianapolis, Rev. M. G.Clarke 5; 
and 8. R. Mann 4, for Hentha- 
da Mission house, per Rev. A. 
S. Ames, agent, 

Fiat Rock Asso., Shelbyville, Ist 
ch. 14; Columbus, ch. 2.70; A. 
H. Jones 50 cts.; per Rev. A. 8. 
A., agent. 

Whitewater Valley Asso., Law- 
renceville, ch., per Rey. A. 8. 
A., agent, 

Madison Assc., Dupont, ch., per 
A.S. A., agent, 

Judson Asso., Wolf Creek, ch. 
2.25; Thorntown, friends 4; 
Lebanon, friends 5 ; 
town, R. G. Moore 1; per Rey. 
A. 8. A., agent, 

West Liberty, ch. 45 cts.; Mans- 
field, Miss M. Z. Barrett 2; per 
Rey. A. 5. A., agent, 


Whites- 


11.00 


56.00 


495.74 


7.20 


2.45 
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35.91 


34.00 


551.74 


79.90 
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Tllinois. 
Delavan, ch., H. S. Fisher tr., 
10; New Hope, Ver. Co., ch. 
15; Spring Grove, Martin Kib- 
by 2; Bristol, ch. 27.25; Steele's 


Mills, 10; 
Michigan. 


Wisconsin. 


64.26 


Otsego, ch. 4.00 


Appleton, ch. 5.00 


Iowa. 

Des Moines, ch., William A. Gal- 
braith tr., 25.83; Wabash, ch, 
of wh. 4 is fr. Sab. Sch., tow. 
sup. and edu. of a heathen 


child, 9; 
Kansas Territory. 


Ottawa Creek, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jones 


20.00 


District of Columbia. 
Washington, H. Beard 
Georgia. 
Savannah, Mrs. Sarah W. Gam- 


well, per Rey. F. Augustus 
Willard, 


Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. 


N. S. and N. B. For. Miss. 
Soc., for nat. preachers under 
direction of Rev. A. R. R. 
Crawley, Henthada, Burmah, 
per Key. Charles Tupper, D. D., 
Sec., 


3.00 


7.00 


400.00 
France. 


Paris, ch. 6.16; Lafére, ch. 16.79; 
Verberie, ch, 33.77; Denain, ch. 
10.64; Chauny, ch. 16.23; 


2604.28 
Legacies. 


Salem, Ms., Michael Shepard, 
bal., per M. W. Shepard, Exr., 3333.34 

Warren, N. Y., John Ward, bal., 

od A. Ward and J. Northup, 
274.96 


Donations in Goods, 


Harrisburg, I’a., a friend of mis- 
sions, a package of clothing, 
for Rev. C. Bennett, Maulmain, 
Burmah, per Kev. 8. M. Os- 
good, agent. 

Philadelphia, Pa., Dr. D. Jayne 
and Son, 4 cases medicine, 
for Henthada Mission, Rev. A. 
R. RB. Crawley, 224; 6 cases do., 
for Toungoo Mission, Rey. F. 
Mason, D. D., 879; and 6 cases 
do. for Keowy Mission, Rey. E. 
B. Cross, 379; 


81.33 


982.00 
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